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PREFACE 
For several years we have felt the need of the 
type of book that we now offer to ministers, 
elders, building committees and others who are 
planning better church buildings. Not being 
architects we have left off the technical architec-
tural aspects of the building program. 
It is our aim in this volume to point out 
how a church house may be constructed for 
usefulness with beauty and economy . . 
We gratefully acknowledge indebtedness to 
George Burk.halter, consulting architect, who of-
fered valua ble suggestions in preparing the manu-
script. Too, we express grateful appreciation to 
all the churches who provided us with pictures 
of their buildings which appear .in this book. 
A debt of gratitude is expressed to Frank Pack 
of Abilene Christian College for preparing the 
chapter on "The Rural Church," and to Burton 
Coffman, Minister of the Manhattan church in 
New York City for writing the Introduction and 
for other valuable assistance. 
We are deeply grateful to C. A. Norred of 
Birmingham, Alabama, for writing the chapter on 
"The Bible School," and to Ira North for his 
contributions to this chapter. 
For typing the manuscript, we express appre-
ciation to Mrs. N. A. Hunter, Secretary, Fourth 
Avenue Church of Christ, Franklin, Tennessee. 
The cooperation of the following publishers 
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and authors who have allowed the use of copy-
righted materials is acknowledged with deep ap-
preciation: The Church Beautiful by John R. 
Scotford (The Pilgrim Press); Protestant Church 
Building , (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press); The 
Church Builder, Dr. Elbert M. Conover; Plan-
ning and Financing The New Church (Augsburg 
Publishing House). 
J.M. POWELL 
M. NORVEL YOUNG 
Skillman Avenue church of Christ, Dallas , Texas 
INTRODUCTION 
Take a look at our tools! 
Yes, on the following pages, are pictures of 
some of the physical properties of churches of 
Christ, representing assets of more than $147,-
000,000.00 according to Life Magazine estimate 
in January, 1956. 
In connection with the following buildings are 
many other facilities. There are parking lots, 
public address systems, germicidal I i g h t s for 
nurseries, rugs, draperies, venetian blinds, art win-
dows, spires, crosses, buttresses, heating, plumb-
ing, air-conditioning, elevators, kitcheris, dining 
rooms, Bible school rooms, visual aid equipment, 
baptisteries, flannel graphs, movie projectors, cin-
ema screens, lawns, flowers, shrubbery, toilets, 
bulletin boards, mimeographs, printing presses, 
lithographs , tape recorders, cloakrooms, offices; 
black boards; radio equipment, indirect lighting, 
typewriters, filing cases, vaults , safes, lightning 
rods, etc., etc. You will find a multiplicity of 
tools for churches of Christ. 
Some things you will not find . There are no 
choir lofts, no high altars, no instruments of music 
( except as allowed occasionally for uses other than 
the worship of God, such as high school gradua-
tion, weddings, etc. Even these exceptions are 
not usually practiced). There are no incense 
burners nor sprinklers for holy water, no silver 
bells to ring in the services. In short there is 
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/ nothing for use as an innovation in the pure wor-
ship of Jesus Christ according to the New Testa-
ment. 
Buildings in churches of Christ are not al-
lowed to intrude into the sacred area of the 
worship itself but are finally and permanently re-
stricted to their true status, nam ili,_ that of A 
TOOL. A buildin is a tool, a wonderful, effec-
tive, and efficient tool, but only a tool . 
- What do these tools do? 
I hey save money. No church could afford to 
rent the type of accommodations provided in the 
buildings shown in this book. Even if such 
quarters were available, the cost would be exces-
sive. Under our benign government, churches 
enjoy a tax free status that makes the ownership 
of property economically mandatory. 
2. The adverti e. There is no better advertise-
ment of one's faith than that provided by a mod-
ern , beautifully constructed church edifice in a 
prominent location where all who behold it will 
be aware of the religious faith behind it. Fur-
thermore, this type of advertising is continual and 
enhances with the passing of the years. 
::S , The reach the os el. Yes, _they do. In-
directly, of course, but effectively. Missionaries 
have found that money spent for buildings IS 
preaching the Truth. Money spent on church 
buildings whether in Dallas or Monterey is money 
spent for advancing the Truth. 
X 
t./-. They give stability to co~egations. The 
bui mg ecom~ rallying place for the re-
deemed, one generation after another. Without 
it, time would force changes in the place of wor-
ship and result in the loss of continuity which is 
so valuable to the morale and success of a congre. 
gation. 
5. They remind men of their faith in God. 
Wherever there are spires that point heavenward 
or doors that stand with open invitation to men 
to "Come, worship the King," there are reminders 
to the thoughtless throng that "the things which 
are seen are temporal, but the things which are 
unseen are eternal." 
Of course, buildin s should keep their place. 
The are not sacr d. In the faith of Christians, 
life is sacred. Places are not. Buildings can 
never have any sanctity in themselves. 
The building is not the church. Whatever 
may be in a building, that thing, whatever it is, 
is not by that same fact in the church. Certainly, 
brethren who in many places held their first meet-
ings in theaters, school houses, and even dance 
halls and taverns, should find it easy to distinguish 
between the building and the church. 
l_he buildin is not dedicated in the agan 
sense. It may be used for any worthy purpose, 
as far as any Scriptural impediment is concerned. 
The idea that a toilet facility, a drinking fountain, 
or a kitchen stove can m some way "desecrate" 
xi 
a buildi _ng is foreign to the whole concept of New 
Testament Christianity which presents the church 
as a body of redeemed people rather than a holy 
edifice erected by men's hands. 
Should a b~ing be void of any ornament? 
This question is answered in the negative by the 
structures depicted in this volume. Few things 
used by men are purely utilitarian. Just try to 
find a preacher or an elder with a three dollar 
watch! A watch is appreciated for other values 
than timekeeping. Church houses too are built 
to be beautiful, hence widespread use of orna-
mentation. 
Should a buildin be comfortable? Here 
again, the answer is yes, if we may judge by what 
the brethren have built. In the Middle Ages, 
there were no pews in churches. Worshipper's 
stood. In Colonial America, there was no heat 
in churches except that supplied by the wor-
shipper who brought his own box of live coals. 
Old North Church in Boston is a classical ex-
ample of the no-heat structure. The modern, air-
conditioned meeting house is a marvel of physical 
comfort. 
A building is the most effective tool for open-
ing up a new community for the preaching of the 
gospel. That success has been achieved in some 
degree without it, does not vitiate the truth that 
it can be done better and quicker with it. 
BURTON COFFMAN 
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CHAPTER I 
THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
Since 1940, considerably more than f i f t y 
thousand church buildings have been constructed 
in this country. That is due to the fact that re-
ligion is enjoying its greatest growth since the days 
of the apostles. At the close of 1955, church mem-
bership had grown from fifty million in 1929 
to ninety-five million-a gain of ninety-five per-
cent, while the populatior. was increasing only 
31.4 percent. 
People as never before are "staking down their 
faith." Books on religious subjects top all other 
best sellers month after month. In radio and 
television, religious programs consistently rack up 
the highest Hooper ratings. Religion often rates 
headlines in the newspapers. Newspapers are 
giving more publicity to religious activities than 
ever before . The Nashville Banner carries a re-
ligious column under the caption, "Churches are 
News," which is widely read. More churches are 
carrying advertisements in the newspapers than 
ever before. Religion is big news. Not only that, 
religion is big business. 
In 1953, four hundred and seventy four mil-
lion dollars went into church buildings. 1954 
bettered that record by forty-two percent, topping 
in percentage gains all other kinds of construction 
except hospitals. 1956 was a banner year for 
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church house construction. As of today there are 
more than three hundred thousand church build -
ings in the United States . It is estimated by the 
National Association of Manufacturers that by 
1975 at least one hundred thousand more will be 
constructed, costing eight billion dollars. 
Of the more than fifty thousand church houses 
constructed since 1940, those of us who are identi-
fied with undenominational Christianity have 
constructed more than one thousand . These 
buildings have embraced nearly every arc hitec-
tual style and have cost from a few thousand dol-
lars to nearly one million dollars. Of th e one 
hundred thousand buildings to be construc ted in 
the next twenty years, we will build our share, 
because truly the church of the Lord is on the 
march. 
It used to be that our church buildings for the 
most part were thrown together by unskilled car-
penters. Now our buildings are constructed with 
certain aims in view. 
A church lant must serve the followin r.ur-
oses: 1 Wors · ~ Re igious education and 
(3 ellowship. First of all the church edifice 
must be constructed for worship. That mea ns 
that the auditorium is the focal point of th e 
structure. It should be an inviting place-a place 
where people will be able to come again and 
agam. Second, we must build for relig ious edu-
cat ion. Early church buildings among our people 
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were a one room affair with no thought for class 
rooms. We finally got a few basement rooms, 
but thank God we are out of the musty basement. 
Our educational program is no longer synony-
mous with Suµday School. The educational pro-
gram involves all members of the church in a 
great variety of educational activities throughout 
the ·week. Practically every trend in public edu-
cation finds its counterpart in the religious educa-
tion program, including rapidly increasing use of 
visual aids, the use of project method, group ac-
tivities, learning by doing, research projects, and 
discussion group. 
Finally, more and more churches are realizing 
the need of providing space for members to visit 
together and to learn to know each other better. 
The Bible teaches us to love one another. The 
church in Jerusalem continued steadfastly in 
"fe,!!_owship." They were together in gladness. 
They ate together "breaking bread from house 
to house," and "all that believed were together, 
and had all things common .... " (Acts 2: 44, 
46.) In modern city life more and more people 
live in small quarters where it is difficult for 
them to visit, to learn to know each other as well 
as they should. Thus it is natural that churches 
are providing expedient places for Bible classes 
and other groups to get together for an evening 
of visiting. Often the same room is used for 
Bible classes on Sunday morning or for mailing 
and mimeographing work during the week. 
CHAPTER II 
DEVELOPMENT OF CHURCH 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 
1. Apostolic 
Up until the third century there were no 
church buildings. The Christians met in private 
homes, halls, and wherever they could find a suit,-
able meeting place. Even though the New Testa-
ment says nothing about church houses, the fact 
that Christians are required to meet would neces-
sitate a meeting place and all the other equipment 
necessary to carry out the worship program. 
2. Basilican (325-525) 
The word basilica comes from the Greek word 
basilikos which means kingly. Basilicas, or Ro -
man halls of justice served the early Christians as 
models for their church houses. The buildings 
were oblong with a foyer or narthex at one end 
and an apse (a semi-circular projection) at the 
other. This apse was used for seating the 
preacher and church dignitaries. Rows of col-
umns divided the space into isles. There were 
three or five isles. "The architectural character 
of the basilican churches is rendered impressive 
and dignified by the long perspective of oft-re-
peated columns which carry the eye along to the 
sanctuary." (Sir Banister Fletcher , A History of 
Architecture. P. 214.) Thus, the first church 
architecture was inherited from pagan Rome . 
4 
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3. Byzantine (525-1453) 
This was the type of architecture which was 
developed in Byzantium, renamed Constantinople 
-now Istanbul. The exterior feature is the dome 
placed over a square compartment by means of 
"pendentives" and surrounded by smaller domes. 
This is the style of architecture used by the East-
ern or Greek church. 
4. Romanesque (775-1200) 
Romanesque architecture is characterized by 
vaulted basilica, massive stone construction, and 
round arched openings. Horizontal lines are em-
phasized. This style is well suited to churches 
Broad way church of Chri st, L u bbock, Texas 
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which require a large auditorium with great 
width. Side aisles can be provided with less ex-
pense since they "lean against" the main btiilding. 
The sparing use of wood in columns or steeple in 
this style makes for less upkeep through the 
years. 
"To appreciate the character of Romanesque 
architecture, we must form a mental picture of 
the conditions of Europe during the period 
known as the dark ages. We must imagine the 
remains of an ancient civilization, vast in extent 
and uniform in character, no longer regulated by 
Roman law and no longer protected by Roman 
power. Its former glory was now recognizable 
only by the multitude of its monuments; some 
were still intact, others were in ju red or partially 
destroyed, most were unused, and all were al~ke 
unguarded and neglected. This is the Rip Van 
Winkle period of European architecture. We 
next see Europe rising like a strong man from 
the lethargy of a long sleep. He yawns, rubs his 
eyes, stretches his giant limbs, shakes off his slum-
ber, and stumbles to his feet to look out again 
upon the work-a-day world and the treasures scat-
tered around. He finds himself surrounded by 
the achievements of a proud past, and as he be-
comes conscious of his own needs he realizes the 
possibilities of the present. Then with dazed eyes 
and groping hands he collects these treasures of 
art and applies them to his daily needs. From 
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Interior, Broadway church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 
the ruins of mighty edifices, he gathers fragments 
of hewn stone, carved capital and sculptured 
frieze, and places them together, with monoliths 
of porphyry and marble, and upon old founda-
tions to construct some building of service to 
7 
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himself. Thus, by a gradual discovery and un-
derstanding of the uses of thes,e old fragments, did 
he succeed in adapting them to new needs , and 
thus was a new art founded on the old. Here 
we have indeed 'new lamps for old.' In this way 
the birth of Romanesque architecture may be ex-
plained, for the ruins of ancient buildings served 
as the quarry for the new, and necessarily deter-
mined the character, both of construction and 
decoration, in proportion to the extent to which 
old features were employed.'' (Sir Banister 
Fletcher, A History of Archit .ecture. P. 264.) 
Under moorish influence and in lands where 
brick and stucco were the prime building ma-
terials, Romanesque became the Spanish style. 
In England it was lightened and elaborated into 
Georgian architecture. America has produced 
two variations of the Georgian style. Using wood 
as a building material it was simplified at an early 
date into what is commonly known as Colonial, 
and at a later period it was blended with Gr ,eek 
influences to give us the Greek Revival with its 
pillars and porticoes. 
5. Goth ic (1160-1530) 
The name generally given to the pointed style 
of medieval architecture prevalent in Western 
Europe from the twelfth to the sixteenth century. 
Its chief characteristics are: pointed arches, ribbed 
vaults, flying buttresses, large windows of figured 
art glass. Gothic architecture emphasizes vertical 
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Arlington church of Christ, Arlington, Virginia 
lines as Romanesque emphasizes horizontal lines. 
The pointed arch made possible loftier, lighter 
buildings than had been feasible before. The 
roof ceased to be merely a covering and became 
one of the dominant architectural features. The 
Gothic style was developed in lands where trees 
and rainfall are abundant. 
"The pointed arch in conjunction with but-
tresses and lofty pinnacles, gives to the style the 
aspiring tendency which has been regarded as 
symbolic of the religious aspirations of the age." 
(Sir Banister Fletcher.) 
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University church of Christ, Oxford, Mississippi 
6. Renaissance (1420-1600) 
The Renaissance which had its beginning in 
Italy produced a "break in the orderly evolution 
of architectural forms." 
In general, Renaissance architecture meant 
the abandonment of Gothic traditions, and the 
turning back to the forms of ancient Rome for 
architectural inspiration. There was a revival of 
circular domes and other classic features, which 
characterized the Roman orders of architecture. 
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Renaissance architects frowned upon pointed 
arches, inter-secting vaults, and vertical features 
of the Gothic period; though they rarely at-
tempted the actual copying of ancient forms or 
building types. 
After the great fire of London, numerous 
Renaissance churches were erected for the Protes-
tant religion, which demanded a great central 
preaching space, rather than processional isles. 
Renaissance architecture reflects the individ-
ualism of the time, and its love of order, sym-
metry, luxury and grace. It sought primarily for 
beauty of surface and composition, monumental-
ity and elegance, making structure and engineer-
ing definitely secondary, rather than, like the 
Gothic , developing aesthetic qualities from the 
structural forms. Hence, this period of architec-
ture in Europe was characterized by decorative 
ri chness and variety of form rather than a change 
in structural basis. St. Peter's in Rome and St. 
Paul's in London are examples. 
7. Colonial (1700---) 
In America the name "Colonial Architecture" 
is applied to buildings constructed in the colonies 
which reflect the contemporary work of the 
mother country. The early buildings were of 
wood . They were elegant , precise, with a leaning 
toward classicism. The influence of Christopher 
Wr ,en is seen in the steeples and spires. The use 
.of decorative columns was qui .te common. This 
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Thirty-ninth and Flora church of Christ, Kansas City, Missouri 
type of architecture, under the influence of 
Thomas Jefferson, influenced public life, and the 
many plantation homes of the south followed this 
style. In many sections brick replaced the wood 
used in New England. 
The Colonial type of architecture is much 
more distinctly American than the Gothic or 
Romanesque. It took its inspiration from the 
Georgian. 
8. Spanish 
As we have already observed Spanish is a vari-
ation of Romanesque. It is used extensively in 
the southwest and to a certain extent in Florida. 
This style of architecture, in our judgment, would 
certainly be out of order in the north or east. 
THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
South Side church of Christ, Amarillo, Texas 
9. Contemporary 
Next we notice the modernistic design. Is this 
modern design the wave of the future? Not neces-
sarily, say some architects, but it is growing 
rapidly in the present. It is said that twenty-five 
percent of the new Protestant and Catholic church 
houses are designed in the modern mood. Esti-
mates for Jewish synagogues and temples go as 
high as eighty-five percent. 
Modern design has found ready acceptance in 
the midwest, southwest, northwest and the Pa-
cific coast. The eastern seaboard and New Eng-
land for the most part are somewhat slow in ac-
cepting the movement, even in areas where dwell-
ings and shopping centers have come a long way 
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from traditional Colonial. But there is one thing 
certain, where the contemporary trend is mov-
ing it is moving at a very rapid pace. 
Authorities tell us that American church 
buildings in the past have presented many curious 
and unorthodox styles of architecture. Most are 
spurious mixtures of many styles. It is believed 
that this mixture, plus conglomeration, has set the 
modernists marching. They point out that build-
ers responsible for many of the "holy monstrosi-
ties" were not only imitators of a dead past, they 
were bad imitators. 
Pietro Belluschi , dean of architecture at i\Ias-
sachusetts Institute of Architecture says: " It is easy 
to prove by any standard that imitative forms have 
no power to move , and that only the joyous ex-
citement of new ideas, surging from a deeply felt 
experience and expressed with poetic clarity in 
structural honesty, can succeed in giving spiritual 
and emotional nourishment." 
The attempt to prove this point has made 
the clash between the "modernists" and "tra-
ditionalists" loud in the land. By and large the 
"modernists " are winning. Said one preacher: 
"Gentlemen, I somehow can't believe that the 
Almighty exhausted Himself when he inv,ented 
the Gothic arch." · 
The trend today is not for barrenness but for 
simplicity, not for faddish "futuristic" but for a 
design that "beats with the pulse of our age." 
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Homewood church of Christ, Birmingham, Alabama 
One interesting argument in favor of contem-
porary architecture is economy. The old styles, 
with their flying buttresses, vaulted c e i 1 i n g s, 
pointed arches, stained glass windows, and heavy 
stone construction, simply cost too much. _An-
other is the availability of many new materials-
steel and aluminum, glass and ceramics and tiles, 
new and cheaper ways to use wood and stone and 
concrete. 
But the most persuasive point is the one made 
by Wm. S. Lea, before the Church Architectural 
Guild of America: "The world we live in is quite 
different from that in which medieval man erected 
the great Cathedrals of Europe. Today a church 
building must provide, first of all, a functional 
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Sixth and Izzard · church of Christ, Little Rock , Arkansas 
instrument for the worship and work of the peo-
ple. And it must be a fit expression of their 
ideals, longings, aspirations and convictions. Lets 
fit the church [house] to modern life-and , above 
all, to the people who use it." 
Sir Bannister Fletcher says: "There is great . 
scope for architecture in America if architects ex-
press themselves in the language of their own 
times, for no advance can be made by the mere 
reproduction of ancient buildings, as has been 
done in certain cases, constituting a retrogressive 
movement and showing a want of appreciation of 
the true mission of art. The great historic styles 
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must of course be well studied, not only for the 
outward forms and features, but also for the prin-
ciples of construction on which they are founded, 
much in the same way as the standard literature 
of the past lays the foundation of good literary 
style. Thus will the architect produce buildings 
reflecting the hopes, needs and aspirations of his 
age and generation, and attack novel architectural 
problems in a satisfactory manner." (A History 
of Architecture, P. 886.) 
In his new book, "The Natural House," Frank 
Lloyd Wright suggests that America needs an 
architecture all its own . 
William Ward Watkins in his book "The 
Church of Tomorrow" says: "Creative d_esign 
must be given freedom to compose and assemble 
materials and masses in a manner which shall re-
cord again our acceptance of the rightness of 
Christian emotion. Our churches deserve sound-
Churc h of Chri st, Andr ews, T ex as 
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ness of solution and beauty of expression. The 
church again must be understood as a problem, 
major and meaningful, in which a dignity of emo-
tion is to be expressed and an atmosphere of quiet, 
contemplation, and consolation is to be achieved 
in terms and with materials consistent with our 
own day." 
Another architect has said: "The present pre-
vailing types of architecture grew out of the needs 
and conditions of the times in which they were 
developed and of the church life which they were 
designed to house. Since the times have changed 
and church life and activities are widely different, 
the types of church architecture must also change. 
"The fundamental reason for abandoning 
Gothic architecture for churches of the progres-
sive type is that it is not adaptable. It subordi-
Chur ch of Christ, Lake Jackson , T ex as 
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nates utility to form. As expressed in lines it is 
vertical, whereas the enlarging progressive church 
requires horizontal architecture. But even the 
Horizontal Classic is becoming too restricted for 
use in clothing the modern church, and an en-
tirely new type is demanded. It is the opinion 
of the writer that any established style of architec-
ture is an anachronism when applied to this prob-
lem. It is manifestly improper to subordinate 
the plan of the design, and yet no established form 
of architecture permits the freedom of treatment 
required." 
Union Avenue church of Christ, Memphi s, Tenn essee 
CHAPTER III 
BEFORE CONSTRUCTION BEGINS 
Every important task deserves careful plan-
ning. An efficient , economical, and beautiful 
church building should be planned long in ad-
vance of the actual construction. When it be-
comes obvious to the elders of the ch~ h that Jl 
permanent building is needed or is feasible they 
should begin to ask the entire congregation to 
submit suggestions. Many of these su:ggestions 
will be impractical , but out of the multitude of 
counsel there is wisdom. Some very helpful sug-
gestions will often come from unexpected sources. 
Then by asking for suggestions, the elders are be-
ginning to let every member know that this new 
building is his concern , his business . These sug-
gestions can be handed to the elders in writing 
Churc h of Christ, Ha ske ll, T exas 
20 
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or several evenings can be set aside to receive oral 
suggestions from the members. · 
Once these suggestions are received and the 
congregation begins to respond enthusiastically to 
the prospect of a new building it is time for the 
elders to lace some specific responsibility in a 
building committee. The size of the committee 
should be determined somewhat by the size of 
the congregation, but we may suggest that the 
committee should not be smaller than three men 
t would be 
well for several elders to serve on the committee, 
preferably those who have had some experience in 
building or in supervising men in their work. 
Ordinarily it is wise for the preacher .Jo serve on 
the committee or at least for him to be invited to 
Int erior, church of Chris t, Haskell, Texas 
22 THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
meet with the committee when he has time, for 
often it is11· task to talk about the building in the 
pulpit and he needs to be well informed. The se-
lection of the members of this group should be 
done with considerable care for often one bad 
choice can hinder the whole project and sometimes 
can result in the entire work being abandoned. 
There are some good men who do not know much 
about business matters and who have , as a rule, 
very poor judgment. Such men should not be put 
on a building committee. There are other good 
men who have made a success of their own busi-
ness, but who are not able to work in a team. They 
don't know how to give and take. In the process 
Glenwood Hills church of Christ, Atlanta, Georgia 
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of erecting any church building there will arise 
serious differences of opinions. The members of 
the committee must be able to express themselves 
frankly and then bow graciously to the decision 
of the group. Again, men in this work must not 
be irresponsible. They must be loyal to Christ 
and to the church above themselves or their 
friends. Otherwise, they may use the differences 
which arise in the conduct of business to stir up 
trouble in the congregation. 
When the building committee is appointed 
they should fully understand that they are simply 
serving the church in this special work just as 
other men serve as ushers or wait on the table. 
The elders are always in charge of all the affairs 
of the congregation and any group which they 
select should be accountable to the congregation 
through the elders. 
One of the first jobs which the building group 
faces 1s to select a proper location for the build-
ing. Again it would be wise for the elders to ask 
for suggestions from the church. These sugges-
tions can be used by the building committee. 
Here are some of the considerations which should 
be studied in regard to a location. 
1. The size of the proposed congregation 
when full grown. 
2. The size and nature of the area of the city 
or town to be served by this congregation. 
3. The trend of development of the city, i.e. 
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Church of Christ, East London, Union of South Africa 
whether the area is becoming industrial-
ized or whether the neighborhood ·is 
changing completion by a different type 
of citizen moving in. 
4. The availability of parking space. 
5. Additional land for later enlargements of 
the church plant. It is better to have a 
good lot with an inexpensive building 
than to have an expensive building on a 
small, inadequate lot. 
6. Availability of plenty of good public trans-
portation. Not everyone possesses an au-
tomobile. During the war years, churches 
were handicapped by being off bus and 
trolly lines. 
7. Prominence of the location in the com-
munity. If possible a church building 
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should always be on the most prominent 
and most travelled thoroughfare so that 
as many people as possible will see it fre-
quently and be made to think of attending 
services. A good church building is one 
of the best advertisements of the church. 
Among the sites of unusual beauty which 
have impressed us are: Union Avenue 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee; Bardstown 
Road Church, Louisville, Kentucky; Gov-
ernment Street Church, Mobile, Alabama; 
Proctor Street Church, Port Arthur, 
Texas, College Church in Abilene. 
8. Sufficient depth of the lot so that the 
church can be removed from the sidewalk 
and from the noise and congestion of 
traffic. 
9. A lot slanting down from the street is far 
more desirable than one slanting up from 
the street. The lot should be ct e e p 
enough so that the building can be placed 
back from the sidewalk. Impressiveness 
is gained by an expanse of lawn leading 
to the entrance. 
10. The church lot should be near the geo-
graphical center of the members of the 
church. Interest in the work of the local 
congregation has a definite relationship to 
proximity. This is especially true of the 
Sunday School. In recent years, it is no-
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ticeable that the downtown churches are 
moving out to the residential sections-
where the people live. 
No doubt many other considerations could be 
mentioned but these seem most important. Most 
churches do not give enough attention to the lo-
cation of the building. Often the location is the 
most important factor in the whole building pro-
gram. Sometimes a church will move to an out-
of-way spot far from the main arteries of the city 
North Sid e church of Christ, Duncan, Oklahoma 
in order to use a lot which some member may 
give them. There are cases where the member 
gave such a lot in order to improve other prop-
erty which he owned nearby or because he 
couldn't sell it. As a general rule it is wise to pay 
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approximately a tenth of the cost of the building 
for the location. In some cases a good location 
can be bought for much less and again it may cost 
more, but be sure to find a good location even if 
it requires months of diligent search. And be 
sure to buy enough land. Nearly every old 
church regrets that it didn't have enough vision 
to buy more land while the land was available. 
It would be fine if every congregation of five hun-
dred members had an acre· of land so that the 
building could be set off by the landscaping and 
so that the lawn around the church could be used 
for visiting and out-of-door meetings at various 
times. 
If the church is planning to move into a new 
community it would be well to take a survey of 
the .religious prospects there. This survey could 
T 11rff o11tein ch11rch of Christ , Joha1111esb 11rg, Union of South Africa 
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Garland Road church of Christ, Dallas, Texas 
ascertain how many members of the church al-
ready live there, how many people who prefer the 
church live there, and how many ·children of Sun-
day School age live within the area. As soon as 
the location is purchased an attractive sign should 
be placed on it so that all may begin to anticipate 
the erection of the building. In some cases · it 
may be several years before the building is com-
pleted, but this sign should be preparing people 
for the use of the building during that time. 
At this point let us emphasize the importance 
of a ood sign n the lawn or on the building 
after it is erected. A bulletin board with letters 
large enough to be read by those in passing auto-
mobiles is recommended provided it is in keeping 
with the building. A small cheap sign reflects on 
a nice meeting house. Don't fail to give attention 
to a sign. 
/ CHAPTER IV 
SELECTING AN ARCHITECT 
The next step is to employ the best archi tect 
available. This could well be done before the 
location is finally selected for the architect can 
help the building committee decide on the kind 
of location that he can use effectively. He can 
also plot the property to show .how diagonal park-
ing can be had all around it and still leave room 
for the building to set back from the sidewalk. 
It costs no more to employ the architec t at the 
early stages of planning . An arrangement can 
be made with him to receive a certain portion of 
hi s payment upon the acceptance of his prelimi-
nar y drawings, another percentage upon the he-
r 
;} 
Sixteenth Street church of Christ, Washin gton , D. C. 
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ginning of the building, and his final payment at 
the conclusion of the building. A contract should 
be drawn up to protect the church in case some 
circumstance prevents their building for several 
years. Most of us could do fairly well in drawing 
the sketch for a ware-house or for a simple home , 
but when it comes to a worshipful atmosphere 
in the auditorium, to acoustics and sight-lines, and 
Int erior, Sixteenth Street church of Christ , Washington, D . C. 
to a well-planned Bible training department we 
are strictly amateurs. Numerous churches have 
started out to build their church building with 
only the services of a contractor who knows how 
to build homes and garages and barns. Quite 
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frequently they end up with a queer looking 
building on which they have spent a lot of money 
without achieving the desired effect. A good 
permanent building must have the right propor-
tion between the windmvs and the ceiling, the 
width and length and breadth, and in many other 
aspects of the structure. Most of us recognize the 
pleasing effect of the proper proportions but we 
do not know how to gain it. For example, all 
of us admire an attractively dressed man or 
woman, but few of us know how to cut the gar-
ments and fit them so they will be attractive. The 
architect is a specialist. He has spent years work-
ing with lines and shapes, proportions, and 
masses. He is trained in achieving the desired 
effect with the least effort . A good architect will 
actually save you money while enhancing the 
value of your building for worship and Bible 
study purposes. But be sure to get a good archi-
tect. 
How can the building committee find a good 
architect? Of course there is no certa in answer to 
this question, but there are a few suggestions 
which will help insure the finding of a good man. 
Probably the building committee will want to 
make severa l trips and inspe ct church buildings 
within a five-hundred mile radius of their city or 
community. Some members of the church may 
know of buildings which they like especially well. 
When the committee finds a building which is 
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Central church of Christ, Spartanburg, South Carolina 
attractive, useful , and built with permanence and 
reasonable economy, they will naturally obtain the 
name of the architect. Then they will want to 
check with him to see if he has designed other 
buildings which are outstanding. Too, they 
should check to see if he is a member of the stand-
ard accrediting societies among architects. The 
state board of architects ·will cooperate with you 
in checking on him. Of course it is usually 
best to get an architect who has specialized in 
church buildings, although this is not always es-
sential. Next to church buildings the architect 
should be familiar with school buildings for the 
Bible school department is essentially a school 
... 
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Riverside church of Christ, Wichita, Kansas 
Church of Christ, Durham, North Carolina 
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problem. There are many peculiar problems con-
nected with an adequate structure for a worship 
service and for a teaching program. An arc;hitect 
who is accustomed to designing commercial build-
ings or homes is likely to be unfamiliar with some 
of these problems and thus to make costly mis-
takes. The Bureau of Church Building, 300 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N . Y., will provide 
the committee with a list of architects in every 
part of the nation who are widely known as spe-
cialists in this field. They will not recommend a 
particular architect , but you can choose one, if 
he suits you, from the list of those near your city. 
In this connection it would be well to point 
Church of Christ, College Station, Texas 
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out the fact that it is not essential to secure a local 
architect's services. A specialist from out of town 
can be employed and he can share his fee with a 
local architectural firm for their supervising the 
construction of the building. Of course in some 
cases you may pay three percent for the drawing 
of the plans and employ your own engineer to 
supervise construction. There are a few cases 
where a contractor who is genuinely interested in · 
the building himself will build it on a fixed fee 
without architectural supervision. This is ordi-
narily a risky procedure to follow, but if the con-
tractor is thoroughly competent and thoroughly 
honest he can save you some money in this man-
ner. 
Now it is up to the committee with the advice 
and general consent of the entire congregation 
and especially of the elders to tell the architect 
what they need. A building is merely a tool to 
achieve definite spiritual goals. The planning of 
the building must approximate not only the im-
mediate needs of the church, but also the needs 
of twenty-five or a hundred years to come. Ideally 
a new building should fit the present needs like 
a glove fits the hands and be capable of enlarging 
and changing as the congregation grows and 
changes. Naturally a permanent structure of 
brick or stone and wood and plaster cannot be so 
elastic. Yet it is possible to plan so well that the 
building will serve the needs of the church for 
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West Berry church of Christ, Fort Worth, Texas 
years to come, and in thus serving the building 
will actually contribute to the growth and ef-
ficiency of the church's work. 
A good architect will save much more money 
for the church than the fee which is paid him. 
A man with creative ability is the needful thing. 
Don 't tie the architect's hands . Get an archi-
tect who has a historical perspe<:tive. Only in 
this way can you have a proper appreciation of 
the many changes which have taken pla ce in the 
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Church of Christ , Monterey, Mexico 
architectural world. Styles change in this field 
just as they do in women's hats. 
Moreover, it is recommended that you secure 
the services of a man who will study your particu-
lar needs. An architect who is not a member of 
the church of Christ ought to attend several serv-
ices in order to get a proper understanding of 
your needs. Look for a man who is tempera-
mentally qualified to work with your committee, 
and with the contractors who will construct and 
complete the building. 
Expect to pay your architect an adequate fee. 
This fee is usually five or six percent, but a good 
architect is worth it. The contract with the archi-
tect provides for a partial payment of his fee when 
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Laure l Avenue ch ttrch of Christ , Knoxv ille, T ennessee 
Chur ch of Christ, Madison, Tennessee 
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the preliminary plans are completed. This is 
usually twenty percent. An additional payment 
is made when the bids are opened. This will be 
a larger percentage than the first amount. The 
balance is to be paid month by month as the work 
progresses. Where there is a very reliable builder 
in the church the building committee may employ 
the architect to prepare the plans for three percent 
without his supplying any· supervision. This 
should be done only in cases where the committee 
is completely confident of the integrity and ability 
of the contractor. 
Preston Road churc h of Christ, Dallas, Texas 
CHAPTER V 
HOW LARGE SHALL THE BUILDING BE? 
~e of the first things that needs to be decided 
is the size of the auditorium. Nearly any other 
part of the building can be changed easier than 
the auditorium. Once it is erected it largely sets 
the pace for the growth of the church. For ex-
ample, suppose a church builds to seat two hun-
dred in the auditorium and one hundred and 
fifty in the Bible School. If the church grows, 
-
Edgefield church of Christ, Dallas, Texa[ 
additional rooms may be added to the Bible 
School building, provided the church had the 
vision to purchase enough land. But usually it 
is too expensive to knock out one side or one end 
of the auditorium to enlarge it. Even if this 1s 
'10 
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done the proportions of the auditorium are often 
marred and the emergency nature of the change 
is apparent to all for years to come. So let us 
strongly recommend that the size of the audito-
rium be given careful and prayerful consideration. 
Once it is determined there is not much that can 
ever be done to change it. 
How large an auditorium should a congrega-
tion of 200 members build? That is somewhat 
like the question put to Abraham Lincoln. How 
long should a man's legs be? He is reported to 
have answered unequivocally: Long enough to 
reach the ground! No one knows just how large 
a congregation a group of elders should plan for. 
Fourth Avenue church of Christ, Frank lin, T ennessee 
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It depends on the quality of leadership which the 
church has, on the type of neighborhood in which 
they are building, on the ability of the church to 
finance the building program, on the proximity 
of other congregations, on the prospects for the 
growth of the congregation, and on a dozen other 
factors. It is a shame that so many churches have 
underestimated their growth so much that they 
have had to build twice in ten or twenty years. 
Usually this is done at a great financial loss. At 
the rate which churches of Christ are growing 
throughout the land it seems reasonable to as-
sume that most churches would do well to plan 
to at least double their present membership in 
Interior, Fourth Avenue church of Christ, Franklin., T enne ssee 
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the new building. How many new buildings have 
been put up at considerable expense only to have 
them full and running over the first Sunday! 
Surely we should plan to accommodate all those 
who want to come to worship . Surely any church 
strong enough to put up a permanent building 
should expect to double its membership within 
ten years. In view of the fifty or a hundred years 
which a well-built church building should last, 
it seems folly not to build to take care of the first 
ten years' growth. 
But someone may object that the congregation 
is not able to build for twice as many members 
as it has. That certainly is understandable, and 
yet it is foolish to spend all the money it does 
have just to accommodate its own without prepar-
ing for the neighbors who will be converted or 
even for the increasing generation coming on. 
What should be done in this dilemma ? There are 
several courses open. One practical course is for 
the congregation to wait for two or three years 
and increase its building fund until it is able to 
build large enough . It is much better to antici-
pate getting a new building for several years than 
to spend twenty-five or fifty years regretting that 
the building is not adequate to the needs of a 
growing comm unity. In this connection it may 
be mentioned that swarming to form another con-
gregation in the neighborhood may sometimes be 
the answer, but sometimes it is not. In Lubbock, 
44 THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
]achson Parh church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee 
Texas there are now thirteen churches of Christ 
and several more are being planned, yet there con-
tinues to be a pressing need for more space in the 
older congregations. Again, sometimes a new 
congregation may be needed, but there may not 
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be enough good leadership to oversee two con-
gregations. Good leadership is one of the greatest 
needs faced by churches of the Lord today. The 
matter of the size of congregation is purely in the 
realm of human judgment and each man is free 
to have his own opinion. But the fact that each 
Interior, Jackson Park church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee 
church needs a godly, devoted, leadership with 
vision is undeniable. Churches of all sizes are 
needed, but churches with good elders who are 
able to build a good building are likely to grow 
to the capacity which they set for themselves, re-
gardless of how many other congregations are 
started in the city. The church began in J eru-
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salem with three thousand members and it soon 
had five thousand men . According to secular 
history there were soon a hundred thousand mem-
bers in that city . If churches of Christ today lift 
up their eyes to the field and work as the church 
did in New Testament times there is no reason 
why many of our cities should not have fifty or 
a hundred churches of a thousand or two thou-
Senckenberg An/age church of Christ, Frankfurt, Germany 
sand members each as well as many churches with 
a hundred or two hundred members growing 
rapidly in outlying areas. One go e-
mem ber is that the size of the auditorium does 
more than any other one thing to determine the 
eventual size of the church in that place. You 
can fill an auditorium up and occasionally run 
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it over , but you cannot build permanentl y a 
con gregation m uch larger than the container , the 
room for th eir assembli ng together. 
Anoth er suggestion to a church that wants to 
build for th e futu re, but does n ot have enough 
mone y on han d, is for them to build on the unit 
plan . On thi s plan a large plot of ground is 
Church of Christ , H erutersonville , North Carolina 
purchased in a, prominent location. The archi-
tect is asked to plan for a building that will ac-
commodate all the people expected in the next 
twenty-five years. · He then arranges the educa-
tional departme~t so that one large class room can 
be used for worship for several years u ntil the 
main auditorium can be erected. Often two or 
three class rooms can be thrown together so that 
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several hundred worshippers can be accom-
~ ated. Later, partitions ·can be built in and 
the whole plant is "fitly fra med together" to 
serve the larger needs of the church. Several 
churches have used this system with economy and 
comfort. Central Church in Houston, Texas , 
Cedar Crest church of Christ, Dallas, Texas 
used such a plan and eventually provided for a 
congregation of 1,000 members although the.-y 
had only about two hundred when they began. 
It took about ten years to complete the project. 
Of course a third way which the congregation 
can build for more people is to borrow money. 
Hundreds of churches have done this and have 
paid off the obligation with an enlarged congrega-
tion which helped get under the load. Sugges-
tions along this line will be given in a chapter in 
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Chur ch of Christ, Ri chard son, T exas 
financing the building. Although a congrega-
tion does not want to obligate itself beyond its 
ability to pay it is still true that an adequate 
church building cannot be built without faith. A 
church that does not believe in its message and 
its divine destiny to serve the people of the com-
munity and of the world does not need a good 
building and probably will never have one un-
less some one or two individuals see fit to give it 
to them. But a church that has deep faith in 
God and in Christ and in the part which it can 
play in honoring God and spreading His king-
dom in the area and throughout the world is a 
church which will give generously to a building 
program and will prayerfully obligate itself to 
pay for a building that will serve others as well as 
its own present membership. Good buildings are 
not erected by accident. They don 't just happen. 
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Elmwood church of Christ , Dallas, Te xas 
Men build them through faith. Doubt and scepti-
cism do not build. Great congregations with ade-
quate buildings are a tribute to the faith of men 
and women devoted to the Lord. Long before a 
building program is begun every member of the 
congregation should pray daily about it and care-
fully decide how much, not little , he or she can 
do for the building program. 
It is better for the church to take longer in 
prayerfully planning a building large enough for 
the needs of the church for twenty-five or fifty or 
a hundred years than to rush into putting up 
something which will be too small the first year. 
Be sure to plan big enough , espe cially in regard 
to the auditorium . Class rooms can be added if 
they are needed, but it is difficult and costly to 
enlarge an auditorium. 
CHAPTER VI 
HOW MUCH MONEY SHALL WE SPEND? 
This brings up the question as to how much 
money should be put into a church building. 
Again the Bible is silent on this point and it is 
a matter for each congregation to decide prayer-
fully and with great faith in God. There are a 
number of factors to be considered. First, one 
may consider the general living standard of the 
community. Surely it would be unwise to erect 
Mozartstrasse church of Christ , Munich , Germany 
a stone edifice in the midst of people living in 
tents. On the other hand David felt the im-
propriety of his dwelling in a house of cedar while 
the worship of God was being carried on "within 
5 1 
52 THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
curtains." Of course we all understand that un-
der the law the temple, the most elaborate and 
costly building of antiquity, was built by God's 
specifications and that today we are under a new 
dispensation and that our emphasis is upon the 
spiritual temple of the soul of man. Yet we do 
erect certain places for worship and the study of 
the Bible and it seems appropriate that these 
houses erected for the express purpose of con-
tributing to the ease with which many worshippers 
can assembly and praise God should be in keep-
ing with the homes in which we dwell. 
God has not told us how much money we can 
spend on a dwelling. Some men may spend fifty 
percent of their income on a house and others 
who are more prosperous may have a much better 
f'in ewood church of Christ, Detroit, Michigan 
home with five percent of their income. As a 
rule of thumb we can say that the house of wor-
ship should not be less permanent or efficient for 
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its purposes than the homes of the members are 
for their purposes. It is true that outsiders tend 
to judge the value we place upon things spiritual 
by the kind of house that we build in which to 
worship as compared with the kind of houses we 
build in which to eat and drink and sleep. 
It is certainly possible for us to be extravagant 
in either type of house. The main value of life 
is spiritual, and the physical house should always 
serve the purpose of improving the quality of 
spiritual living in that home. The physical 
church plant should serve the spiritual purposes of 
such a house. The best plant is the one which 
serves best the purposes of worship , Bible teach-
ing, fellowship, and related activities at the least 
expenditure of money. But men will always have 
Interior, Vinewood church of Christ, Detroit , Michigan 
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different opinions about the kind and quality of 
houses in which they live and in like manner 
about the type and kind and quality of church 
building in which to worship. It is clearly in the 
realm of human judgment and must be kept in 
that realm. Each congregation must be allowed 
to make its own decision . 
In determining the amount of money which 
will be spent, the value of the dollar in pur-
chasing power will have to be considered. The 
dollar today is worth hardly half what it was 
worth before World War II and not a fourth of 
what it was worth before World War I. Hence, 
in order to build as well today as our forefathers 
Ayers Street churc h of Christ, Corpt1s Christi, T ex as 
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built, even though we build not one whit better, 
it will be necessary to spend from twice as much 
to four times as much. Of course we do that in 
commercial buildings and in our homes. 
Again the actual expenditure can be better 
understood if it is broken down into the amount · 
being spent for each person who will be ac-
commodated in the building. When a hotel is 
being planned the owners like to see how much 
the building is costing per person accommodated . 
This helps to keep us from thinking that we are 
truly economizing when we are simply cutting 
down the number of people the building will 
help. Permanent buildin gs today ar e costing any -
where h orn $200 per person to $400 per person as 
----
....___ _ ,;;;- . ~----
San Jacinto churc h of Christ, A mar illo, T exas 
a rule. Of course some very ornate buildings 
cost as much as $1,000 per person but a building 
can be functional and beautiful without being 
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ornate or overly expensive. Extravagance in our 
homes or our cars or our church buildings is 
wasteful and therefore wrong. 
It is strange that some people think little of 
spending a large amount of money on their own 
homes and yet want to be stingy in building the 
house of worship to proclaim the gospel and teach 
the Lord's will. Many members of the church 
live in homes that actually cost $10,000 up to 
$50,000, or that would cost that much to replace 
them at present prices. Yet some of these same 
people will object to spending $300 for a place 
Church of Christ, Irving , T exas 
in which to worship three or four times a week 
for the rest of their lives, and a place in which 
they can study the Bible once or twice a week 
and enjoy fellowship with their Christian brethren 
at each of these occasions. Of course the mem-
bers have to pay for space for children and for 
neighbors and friends to worship and study the 
Bible. In the long run this amount is repayed 
if the church is successful in converting these 
people for they will in turn give to help care for 
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others in that community or in far away places. 
So actually the cost to each member is for the 
space for himself and his family. Also it should 
be remembered that this cost is not for one year 
or ten years but for a life time of service. If the 
building cost $300 per person that would amount 
to $30 per year for ten years. After the first ten 
years the only cost would be the upkeep of th~ 
building. A good building should last several 
decades and the cost per member is quite small 
in comparison to his annual grocery bill or his 
annual home cost. 
A recent survey of 5,000 churches was made 
by Mr. John G. Gredler of the Board of National 
Missions of the Presbyterian church. He reports 
that a church may feel safe in investing in its 
Garfield Heights church of Christ, Indianapolis, Indiana 
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building an amount equal to seven times its an-
nual budget. Thus a church with an annual 
budget of $5,000 may safely launch a building 
program which will cost $35,000 or a church with 
a budget of $20,000 may safely build a structure 
which cost $140,000. He recommends that of 
this amount four-sevenths should be on hand at 
the beginning of construction and the rest can 
be financed by a loan. O f course indi vidual cases 
differ, but this study of such a large number of 
churches should serve as a guide to those who have 
had little experience in building. 
With reference to financing a church building , 
Burton C. Coffman , minister of the Manhattan 
College chu rch of Christ , Searcy, Arkansa s 
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Church in New York City, and before that min-
ister of the Central Church in Houston, Texas, 
writes as follows: 
"In our opinion, financing a church building 
is primarily a matter of inducing the members 
themselves to give as they have been prospered. 
I believe this to be the case regardless of the 
particular size of the congregation or their pro-
posed building. 
"Some methods not to use are ( 1) begging the 
Brother ooa for the money) (2) soliciting the 
business men in the town or community, and 
(3) trying to get the members to 'lend' their sav-
·ings. Although there may be special reasons in 
specific cases for ignoring these general sugges-
tions, all of the above methods of raising money 
are coupled with serious objections and frustra-
tions. 
"Following is a list of several devices, all of 
which, or any combination of which, may be ef-
fectively used in financing a new church edifice. 
"The Building Fund. Members of the church 
respond eagerly to the practice of setting aside 
a definite percentage, overage, or special Sunday's 
collection for a building fund. Frequent reports 
on the amount in the fund will stimulate interest 
and gifts. After several years, however, if the 
congregation sees no activity going forward other 
than growth of the fund, interest wanes and dis-
couragement sets in. 
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College church of Christ , Murray, Kentucky 
"Personal Solicitation. Members of the church 
appreciate being asked personally to give money 
for a new building, provided an alert, intelligent 
team of two men will contact members with a 
view to securing large gifts. It was my privilege, 
while preaching for the Central Church of Christ 
in Houston, Texas, along with one of our elders, 
Fletcher W. Dailey, Sr., to serve on such a team 
when we were building the new plant at Central. 
We made thirty-two solicitations, received six-
teen checks for $1,000.00 each, twelve checks for 
$500.00 each, and various others for a total of 
$26,000.00. Only two of the entire number failed 
to make a substantial offering. This experience 
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Dewey Street church of Christ, Bartlesville , Oklahoma 
taught me that the brethren enjoy being asked 
to give, provided it is done in the right manner. 
"Borrowing Money. Borrowing will enable a 
church much more effectively to build for future 
needs. Churches that will not borrow money are 
saying, in effect, that they do not really believe 
in the future of the church. This defeatist at-
titude is quickly communicated to the church 
members as well as to citizens of the community. 
Church elders that will borrow to buy automo-
biles, refrigerators, and homes for themselves but 
will not borrow to promote the Lord's work are 
very short-sighted shepherds. Central borrowed 
$126,000.00 from the First National Bank in 
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Houston, a debt which was paid off in six years. 
$100,000.00 of this amount was secured at 3½ 
percent interest which is a tribute to the credit 
rating and paying record of the congregation. 
'Make friends with your bank,' is a good slogan 
for any church's finance committee. 
"Re ular Giving. Increasing the regular 
weekly collections is a most important step. 
Amortization of the indebtedness and all regular 
activities of the congregation depend upon this. 
An appealing program, properly sold and pro-
moted, continually, is essential to increased regu-
lar collections. We have seen the regular Sunday 
Jack son Av e11ue l'iwrch of Christ, M e111phis, T enn essee 
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collections increase from a few hundred dollars 
to more than two thousand per Sunday with a 
planned budget. This regular, consistent giving 
is the solid financial ledge upon which the whole 
work rests. By an 'appealing program,' is meant 
one that includes missionary work, charities, 
preaching the gospel, etc. A church that is 'doing 
something ' in the best and Scriptural manner is a 
church where the money comes in freely. 
"Let every member trust God and give freely. 
The results will be astounding." 
Several investment companies are now special-
izing in church loans. A number of churches 
are using the bond plan. This is useful if there 
are a number of members in the vicinity who 
have money to lend , but are not able to give it 
all to the church. One church placed $200,000 in 
bonds in two weeks. If this plan is used the 
elders should be careful that it does not conflict 
with the appeal to members to give. 
f-lighla11d church of Christ , Abil ene, T exas 
CHAPTER VII 
CHOOSING AN ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 
One of the first questions raised in connection 
with a building program concerns the architectual 
style to be used. The section of the country may 
be a determining factor in selecting the style of 
architecture. The lot on which you plan to build 
i 
Church of Christ , Signal. Mountain, Tennessee 
must be taken into consideration. The neighbor-
hood in which you build may somewhat influence 
the type of building. 
We must ever keep before us the fact that func-
tionalism is the current doctrine in the field of 
architecture. This involves the principle that 
buildings should seem to be what they are and 
that their structure should express their purpose. 
Fakery has no place m the church building. 
64 
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Inte rior, church of Christ , Signal Mountain, Tennessee 
There should be no false walls or buttresses. A 
pillar should carry weight or be left off. Every 
detail of a church building should be thoroughly 
honest. Remember that sincerity, dignity and 
simplicity are the principles which should guide 
us in erecting a church edifice. 
Elbert M. Conover in "The Church Builder," 
points out that "The church building design 
should express aspiration. Architectual lines that 
have an upward trend seem to aid in expressing 
faith and praise in the midst of a materialistic 
world. Endurance, shelter and welcome should 
be expressed in the exterior design." 
A good architect creates, rather than chooses a 
style of architecture. Each group planning a 
building presents a separate challenge. The wise 
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architect will take many things into consideration 
and will create a design around the particular 
needs of the particular group with which he is 
working. 
In choosing an architectual design Conover 
asks: 
"Is it suited to the site and its setting? 
Does it look like a church? 
Is it distinctive and appropriate for this 
location and congregation? 
Is durability of style and material indicated? 
Church of Christ, Bangor, Maine 
Does it stimulate one to pray and worship? 
Is the design one that will prove of lasting 
interest? 
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Is it well designed from the viewpoint of the 
principal approaches to the site? 
Does each part of the building have a reason 
for existence? (Do buttresses actually sup-
port anything?) 
Are any elements contrary to the principles 
of simplicity , honesty and sincerity? 
With these matters in mind, let us look at some 
of the common types of "ecclesiastical architec-
ture" in use today. It should be pointed out in 
passing that each has its advantages and disad-
vantages. 
GOTHIC 
The Gothic type has been widely used for 
church buildings in this country and abroad. This 
Church of Christ , Kingsport, Tennessee 
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particular style "applies to the spirit of archi-
tectural design during the 13th to 15th centuries, 
marked by the prominence of the vertical note in 
which all elements seem to mount ever upward, 
expressive of spiritual nobility, capable of in-
finite variety of detail in plan and design." It, 
however, takes more than a few pointed arches 
and windows to make a Gothic structure. "Gothic 
is not a matter of surface ornament; it is a struc -
. tural system." Ralph Adams Cram is the chief 
contemporary authority on Gothic architecture. 
It should be pointed out that, the trend is away 
from the Gothic style, for as B. H. Streeter sug-
gests, it is "dark, cold , ill-aired." 
ROMANESQUE 
A good example of this style is the College 
Church in Abilene, Texas. There is a massive 
appearance about it which lends solidity to the 
general impression. It adapts itself to the need 
for many entrances in a large auditorium. The 
round arch is satisfying to the eye. Colored glass 
in the windows adds to the worshipful atmosphere 
inside the auditorium. The College church seats 
1800 and the Broadway church in Lubbock 2100 
with this type of architecture without appearing 
to be too large or "barny." 
COLONIAL 
This style of architecture is more distinctively 
American than the Gothic or Romanesque. How -
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College -church of Christ , Abilene, Texas 
ever, many of its features were carried over from 
Italian and other Renaissance influences. How-
ever, it took its inspiration principally from the 
Georgian, which was extensively used in England. 
Sir Christopher Wren, who designed St. Paul's 
Cathedral in London, is among the chief ex-
ponants of the Georgian. No one surpassed him 
in designing lovely towers and spires. Though it 
should be pointed out just here that the trend in 
church architecture over the nation is away from 
steeples. Most of the better architects discourage 
steeples, though they will design them, if the 
building committee insists. The trend, as we 
have already suggested, is toward functionalism. 
The steeple serves no practical purpose. 
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W est End chu rch of Chri st, Nashvill e, T ennessee 
Colonial church buildings are constructed of 
either wood or brick. They are rectangular in 
shape. If built of wood the structure is always to 
be painted white; if of brick the exterior wood-
work is painted white. Often the bricks are 
painted white also. Interior woodwork and pulpit 
furnishings are painted white. Pews are white 
with dark top rail. Pews ends are low and square 
and rectangular in shape. Often clear glass is 
used in the windows. Ordinarily the panes are 
9 inches by 12 inches or smaller. Window heads 
may be either square or semi-circular. This type 
of building , traditionally calls for a spire with two 
or three diminishing stages. Perhaps the reason 
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why we see so many colonial buildings is because 
this type fits a modest budget. 
BYZANTINE 
This particular style of architecture was de-
veloped in Byzantium in the 5th century A. D. It 
is characterized "by the dome, wide-spreading 
round arches, and often elaborate color, orna-
mentation and mosaics." It is our opinion that 
this type of architecture does not fit in with the 
simplicity and sincerity that should characterize 
buildings owned by churches of Christ. 
SPANISH 
The Spanish style whi ch is widely used in south-
west is a variation of the Romanesque. Its char-
Verm ont Avenue chu rch of Christ, L ~ A nge les, California 
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acteristics are the use of stucco and the expanse of 
plain walls. Since it is not symmetrical, additions 
can be built in almost any way without marring 
the design. This style has long been associated 
with warm arid land. For that reason, it seems 
more or less out of place where heavy snows may 
be expected. 
MODERN 
The modernistic type is rapidly coming into 
its own. It is undoubtedly the style of tomorrow. 
Most all of the young architects are proponents 
of this style. More and more, church groups will 
be making use of it. In many ways it is the most 
adaptable of all architectual designs . It is a less 
Sunset church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas 
expensive style than some others. It omits all 
parts that are not functional. All applied orna-
ments are pared off. This of course reduces the 
cost. 
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Church of Christ, Brattl eboro, Vermont 
If the modern style is used it must express the 
functions of a church building. The structure 
must look like a church edifice, not like an ex-
position building , a factory, a club house. It 
must be easily recognizable as a place of worship. 
The modernistic style may be used, but it must be 
cautiously used. 
It is im ortant to use ood materials when the 
siriip'le lines of modern architecture are employed. 
Otherwise the effect can be very cheap and un-
satisfying. But if the lines are good and the ma-
terial is good the result can be surprisingly good 
on a reasonable budget. Extreme novelties should 
be avoided. 
CHAPTER VIII 
THE AUDITORIUM 
In view of the noble uses of the place of worship 
it should be attractive , if not beautiful , regard-
less of its cost. A small , inexpensive building 
need not be ugly. Elbert ·M. Conover in his 
book , "The Church Build er" very aptly says: 
"An environment of good architecture is con-
ducive to thoughtful living . There are those 
who object to any appar ent addition to the cost 
Bardstown Road churc h of Christ, Louisv ille, Ken tucky 
of a building for the sake of improving its ap-
pearance or effectiveness while they will not 
offend their neighbors by flaunting ugliness in 
their own personal appearance." Since the audi-
74 
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torium must always be the central feature of the 
church building, considerable care should be 
given to make it attractive and inviting. The 
interior of an auditorium may make worshippers 
self-conscious and therefore somewhat irritable, 
or it may set them at ease and invite repose. Color 
and arrangement will determine the difference . 
DESIGN 
The auditorium that best commends itself for 
worship, according to George E. .Merrill in "Plan-
ning Church Buildings ," is a "room oblong in 
plan, with the pulpit at one end." This he con-
tinues to say, "gives at once a form within which 
Interior, Bardstow n Road church of Christ, Louisville, Kentucky 
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the sense of a worshipful atmosphere is most easily 
produced and in which the maximum number of 
individuals can see and hear. " In any case, an ob-
long space is superior to a square one. The square 
interior makes a focal point of interest almost 
impossible. It hinders concentration of atten-
tion and of action. The best architects suggest 
that the width of the auditorium should not ex-
ceed one-half its length. Elbert M. Conover 
points out, "this has been one of the outrages in 
American church building-wide naves requiring 
an excessive roof load , more expensive construc-
tion, and increased height to avoid a squatty ap-
pearance; the result being a 'glorified barn' type 
of church. Proper proportion demands that the 
height of the side walls be increased as width and 
length are increased." 
ACOUSTICS 
Too, it should be pointed out that in order to 
obtain the best acoustical results the -auditorium 
must be greater in length than width. It is a 
well known fact that the voice travels directly 
forward with greater speed than the sound waves 
spread laterally. 
AVOID CORNER PULPIT 
It goes without saying that no informed build-
ing committee would recommend a pulpit built in 
the corner of the auditorium. This would be 
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Central church of Christ , Jacltson, Mississippi 
an "architectural monstrosity." But strange as 
it may seem to the modern mind this vogue came 
into being about the turn of the century. The 
idea, according to John R. Scotford in "The 
Church Beautiful," was "to get away from the 
alleged stiffness of previous church arrangements, 
to reduce both the front and the back seats to a 
minimum, and to make it possible to throw open 
folding portions so as to unite the Sunday school 
room with the church proper. Some corner pul-
pit arrangements are fairly symmetrical while 
others are quite unbalanced. Straight and curved 
lines are so combined as to create a psychological 
---
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state of tension. The total impression is irritat-
ing and disorderly." 
Concerning the pulpit-in-the -corner idea Von 
Ogden Vogt, as quoted by P. E. Burroughs in "A 
Complete Guide to Church Building," says, "By 
some terrible invasion of a desire for a practical 
I n terior, Cent ral church of Christ , Jackson , Mississippi 
building , a combination building, there appeared 
in this style the device of a square chu rch, having 
the pulpit in one corner so that the opening of 
great folding door s could combine a Sunday-school 
hall with the church auditorium. No invention 
was more frightful. No artist would dream of 
focusing attention to the corner of a square room. 
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Druid Hills church oT Christ, Atlanta, Georgia 
Sitting askew of the cardinal points puts a slant 
into your very morals. And the circular pews 
make one feel as though he were in a clinical lab-
oratory. The prominence of ... the dreary bar-
ren waste of folding doors ... constitute a com-
position in disharmony and impropriety almost 
positively demoralizing. The buildings of this 
style stand on one side of a deep and wide gulf 
from anything that could remotely be connected 
with the world of fine arts." 
CENTER AISLE AND STRAIGHT PEWS 
More and more we are coming to recognize the 
simplicity and beauty of the center aisle and 
straight pews. The congregation is closer to-
gether, the individual is swallowed up in the 
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Interi or, Druid H ills church of Christ, Atlanta , Georiga 
group, and self-consciousness is diminished. Wor-
ship becomes a common experience. The preacher 
finds himself addressing a single congregation , 
rather than a series of separate clusters of people, 
when the arrangement is otherwise. Many church 
buildings constructed between 1890 and 1920 
are wide and shallow with the pews curving in a 
great circle. However, it is refreshing to note 
that we have gotten away from this unsatisfactory 
idea. 
SLOPING FLOORS 
Moreover, we have learned that the sloping 
floor of the past is neither attractive nor func-
tional. If the auditorium is to seat 500 or less, 
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by all means leave off the sloping floor. The 
architect you employ will design a sloping floor 
if you insist, but no well informed architect 
will recommend it. A sloping floor is more ex-
Granny White church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee 
pensive to build; it often becomes a hazard to old 
people. 
In very large auditoriums a bowl-shaped floor 
is sometimes used to provide good sight lights to 
the pulpit and Lord's Table, but wherever pos-
sible a level floor is preferable. 
In order that the worshippers may see and hear 
well during the observance of the Lord's supper 
some have placed the table on an elevation be-
hind the pulpit. This focuses attention on this 
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act of worship which is observed each Lord's day . 
The closer the preacher can be to the congrega-
tion , the more effective is his message. 
THE PULPIT 
The pulpit should be given a significant set-
ting for it is a spot set apar t for th e proclamation 
Interior, Granny White church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee 
of the word of God . It is the place where God 
speaks through man. Since the preacher shou ld 
subordinate himself to the task of preaching the 
word, the spindly reading stands, which we often 
see, shou ld be abhorred. The pulpit, whether 
pl aced in the center or to one side should be large 
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enough to conceal the lower portion of the 
preacher. When seated behind it, the preacher 
should be inconspicuous. The custom that some 
preachers have of removing the pulpit from the 
platform, should be frowned upon. The emphasis 
should be given to what is preached and not to 
the preacher. Daniel Webster once said: "If a 
lawyer were perched as high in the air and as far 
from the jury as the minister was from his people 
a century ago he would not win a case in a life 
time." 
THE DIVIDED PULPIT 
In recent years the platform with the elevated 
communion table in the center, the pulpit on one 
side, and the lectern on the other , has come into 
Cent ral church of Christ, Houston , Texas 
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use m some sections. In Detroit, we have ob-
served this arrangement in some of the church 
buildings. The common error with the use of 
this arrangement is making the platform too small 
and crowded. It has been observed that some im-
provised "divided chancels" are undoubtedly 
crude. If this arrangement is used, it should be 
planned before construction of the building is 
begun. In the minds of some, the center pulpit 
is more adapted to the simplicity, dignity and 
sincerity that should characterize buildings owned 
by churches of Christ. 
When we remember that the Lord's Supper 
is the central act of the Lord's day worship (Acts 
20: 7), it is not at all inappropriate to have a 
centered and elevated communion table. Be-
sides, the "lectern" may be used with advantage 
by the song leader. Some of the best arrange-
ments of the pulpit and Lords table we have seen 
are the ones in the building at Proctor Street in 
Port Arthur, Texas, Southwest in Los Angeles, 
Union Avenue in Memphfr, and Central in 
Houston. 
THE LOBBY 
The vestibule or lobby should be planned with 
great care. It should have ample size, light and 
ventilation. Such a lobby is worth more than its 
monetary cost. It lends an air of welcome; it pro-
vides a waiting room for people who arrive dur-
ing prayer or such other parts of the service as 
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Int erior, Central church of Christ, Houston, Texas 
may delay the incoming congregation; it en-
courages sociability; it enables the audience to 
pass out quickly when the worship is over. When 
the size of the building will justify it a lobby ex-
tending entirely across the front of the building 
is desirable. In the lobby it is well to have a 
table and book where guests may register. Also 
it is desirable to have an attractive tract rack. In 
the lobby of the Vinewood church building in 
Detroit, we noticed some pictures on the wall 
which created a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
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WINDOWS 
Windows must be in proper proportion. In 
many church buildings they have been made too 
large. Windows need not be large to admit suf-
ficient light if they are placed high enough in the 
wall. Besides, there is such a thing as having too 
much light. In a church building in Florida, the 
Trinity Heights church of Christ, Dallas, Texas 
Southwest church of Christ, Los Angeles, California 
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writers observed that there were so many windows 
and so much light that one received the impres-
sion that the building was a factory rather than 
a place of worship. With a little thought the 
building could have been more satisfactory at 
less cost. It is not money that makes an attractive 
building. It is thinking and planning. 
Avoid opalescent glass. Avoid large picture 
~indows; they are rarely done well. Tinted glass 
l1lterior, Proctor Street church of Christ, Port Arthur , T exas 
in geometric design may be far more pleasing 
than cheap, gaudy stained glass. In many of the 
modern buildings clear glass is being used very ef-
fectively and in connection with venetian blinds. 
In Atlanta, Georgia, two of the best known church 
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buildings make use of this arrangement. Win-
dows may alm ost make or break the effectiveness 
of th e auditorium. It is wise for building com-
mitt ees to be guided by the architect, and not a 
high pressure salesman. It is good for the build-
ing committee to make several trips with the archi-
tect to see outstanding church buildings. The 
expense and time of such a trip will pay big 
dividends in an improved permanent building. 
It is much easier to change plans than to change 
brick and mortar. 
Some churches have found it good to use some 
glass between the vestibule or lobby and the audio 
torium so that those waiting may see the progress 
of the service without having to interrupt by 
opening a door. 
Church of Christ, Clarksville, Tennessee 
.. 
CHAPTER IX 
QUALITIES THAT SHOULD GO INTO 
A CHURCH BUILDING 
There are at least seven distinct qualities that 
should go into the church building of today. In 
good church architecture there must be a blend-
ing of the beautiful as well as the practical. It is 
Highland church of Christ, San Antonio, Texas 
our contention that a building need not be ex-
pensive in order to be attractive and even beauti-
ful. The qualities which we shall now consider 
will help to achieve a building that will be in-
spiring and satisfying. 
1. Functionalism. 
There is no question but that functionalism is 
the current doctrine in the field of architecture. 
Its fundamental principle is that the building 
should seem to be what it is and that the structure 
should express its purpose. Functionalism out-
laws railroad stations masquerading as Greek 
89 
90 THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
temples, gas stations done up like bits of European 
castles, and hot dog stands patterned after some-
thing from medieval history. The principles of 
Church of Christ , Joha11n es /Jurg , Uni on of South Africa 
functionalism insist that a building is never a 
thing in itself but th.at it must be closely related to 
space and time, that it is the product of our day. 
Functionalism also emphasizes the fact that the 
building must be usable and every part serve a 
good purpose . In this connection we note the 
following trends in modern architecture: 
Away from . the traditional. 
Away from stained, figured · glass. 
Away from steeples. 
Away from slanting floors. 
,. 
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Away from "ginger bread." 
Towa.rd functionalism. 
Toward simplicity. 
2. Sincerity. 
91 
Another quality that must go into a church 
,building is sincerity or truth. Fakery has no 
place in a house of worship. A illar should 
either carry weight or be eliminated. Every de-
tail of a building should be thoroughly honest. 
Painted tin should not pose as stone work. Boards 
Beacon Hill churc h of Christ, San Antonio, Texas 
an inch thick should not be nailed on the out-
side of plastered walls to imitate Old English 
open woodwork. Plastered walls should never 
be marked off to appear as stone, nor plaster 
groins used to falsify real vaulting. An imitation 
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Brainerd church of Christ, Chattanooga, Tennessee 
stone arch made of non-supporting composition 
material is a fraud and a sham. If you use con-
crete, let it be concrete and not make it appear 
as limestone. How can people have respect_ for 
our religion if insincerity characterizes our places 
of worship. Let truth be manifested not only in 
our preaching but in the places where we preach. 
3. Beauty. 
Small, inexpensive buildings need not be ugly. 
A little color can do a marvelous job of trans-
forming drabness into beauty. More and more 
we are getting away from dark, dingy buildings. 
Today, the emphasis is on color and cheerfulness. 
The atmosphere created by painting, woodwork 
and floor coverings are a very vital part of the 
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Capitol Hill church of Christ, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
architecture of a church building. An interior 
decorator working in collaboration with the archi-
tect is well worth what such a service will cost. 
Appropriate use of color can do marvelous 
things for the place of worship. It can make a 
room appear larger or smaller, cooler or warmer. 
Sunset church of Christ, Dallas, Texas 
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It can lower ceilings or heighten them. It can 
make a wall recede or advance. It can very well 
establish the "mood" of a room. Color can make 
a north room gay, flooded with sunshine. It can 
make a bare room into a snug little haven. It can 
make a room restful, studious, reverent, inspiring, 
or stimulating. Color is a luxury which the poor-
est church can enjoy. Do not be afraid of color; 
fear only its misuse. Professional guidance can 
take away the drab, ugly, or depressing look 
which characterizes so many of the older build-
mgs. 
We cannot emphasize too strongly that gaudy 
•interior decorations should be avoided. Let there 
not be too many bright colors, and numerous 
bands, borders and dadoes. A restful interior 
that gives a feeling of repose should be the aim. 
Someone has said that "the primary purpose of 
building a church is to enable men to approach 
God." To produce a spirit of reverence, there 
must be harmony in the furnishings of the build-
ing. All furnishings, including the pews, lights, 
window glass, should be selected so that the whole 
may bring a spirit of unity to the worshiper. 
Clashes of types as well as colors are to be kept 
from the building. It is said that a well dressed 
person is one whose every garment blends with 
the other. No article of clothing sticks out "like 
a sore thumb." The same is obviously true with 
reference to the interior decorations of the church 
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T enth and Broad Streets chur ch of Christ, Wichita Falls, Texas 
building. There should be such a harmonious 
blend of colors that when a worshiper enters the 
building, no one thing in particular will be called 
to his attention. The colors in the Druid Hills 
Church building in Atlanta, Georgia, are a classic 
example of what we have in mind. E. M. Con-
over has well said: "Beauty consists in symmetry, 
order, proportion, harmony and unity with variety 
in fitness and expression of the ideal. Beauty is 
more than pleasure, more than happiness. 
Pleasure and occasions for happiness are separate 
and irregular, while beauty is constant." (C. M. 
Conover, The Church Builder.) 
In recent years it has been learned that colors 
in hospitals and sanitariums are effectual aids in 
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the cure of the sick in both body and mind. Con-
over further suggests that "color can calm or ex-
cite, or create a harmonious, restful atmosphere 
Ota City chu rch of Christ, lbaraki , Japan 
required for complete recovery . Studies have 
shown which colors and patterns are bad in their 
effects on patients; which colors disturb or de-
press; which induce repose and improve a per-
son 's outlook. The monotonous white often 
found in hospitals is the ugly descendant of white-
wash which was used when they were alms 
houses." 
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4. Simplicity. 
Simplicity in church architecture is the order 
of today. "Ginger bread" architecture of the 
"gay nineties" would be as much out of place in 
-
Church of Christ, Clovis, New Mexico 
the twentieth century as the styles of ladies clothes 
of that period. Gaudy ornamentations are to be 
avoided. Straight lines are emphasized in con-
temporary architecture. Our advice is, to keep it 
simple! 
5. Dignity. 
By all means, dignity should characterize the 
house of worship. There should be a stateliness 
about it, such that moves the best that is in us. 
Here we emphasize the fact that we should build 
for quality as well as quantity. 
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Jordan Street chu rch of Christ , Pensacola, Florida 
6. Proportion. 
Everything must be in proportion. Openings 
for the baptistry are often out of proportion. 
Sometimes windows are out of proportion. Even 
a steeple can be out of proportion. All the several 
parts of a church building must be related and in 
balance so as to give a pleasing impression. "The 
finger of an infant on the statue of a giant would 
be grotesque, yet blunders just as apparent are 
committed all too frequently in architecture." 
7. Harmony. 
This characteristic cannot be emphasized too 
strongly. The carpets, window glass, finish of 
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Ridgedale church of Christ, Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Sham rock Shores church of Christ , Dallas, Texas 
pews-all must harmonize. As you walk into a 
church auditorium, it should be breath-taking , 
yet nothing in particular should stand out except 
the focal point, the "chancel." More than one 
focal point in the auditorium should be avoided. 
CHAPTER X 
THE BIBLE SCHOOL BUILDING 
There was a time when one room church build-
ings dotted the land. In these one room build-
ings, the various Sunday school classes were con-
ducted. Then the churches conceived the idea of 
digging out a basement for the classes. These 
basements were usually dark, smelly, and poorly 
ventilated . In recent years though, the churches 
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Bible School Annex, West End church of Christ, Birmingham, 
Alabama 
have constructed commodious educational build-
ings, equipped with the best teaching aids. C. A. 
Norred who preaches for the West End Church 
of Christ in Birmingham, Alabama, has pioneered 
in Bible School work. We are glad to present his 
views as follows: 
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It is encouraging to see the churches providing 
better facilities for teaching. In the past much 
teaching was done in places not designed for such 
work-in dressing rooms, dark basements, vesti-
bules, and noisy auditoriums. Much good was 
accomplished even in such surroundings, but 
more could have been done if conditions had been 
better. The ideal situation is afforded in a build-
ing designed especially for class instruction. In 
Bible School Annex , Madison church of Christ , Madison, Tenn essee 
this connection there is offered the photograph 
and floor plan of our own annex:. at West End 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama . 
Let it be said that as we have been blessed with 
many years of growth we have already possessed 
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considerable provision for teaching. We there-
fore resolved to make use of our present facilities 
and simply to provide such additional space as 
was needed. Accordingly we erected what we 
called the Bible School Annex, arranged to take 
care of all persons from birth through High 
School. In looking at the photograph please ob-
serve that the annex was built in close proximity 
to the original building. It was felt that this not 
only fit in with the idea of convenience but en-
couraged the child to think of the Bible school 
Chur ch of Chri st, San. Jacinto , T exas 
in close connection with the church itself. Please 
observe, too, that the building is on exact ground 
level. This makes it possible to arrange the 
rooms for the smaller children where there will 
be no need for steps and stairways. 
As to floor plans , ,ve followed the principle of 
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departmentalization, according to which children 
in grades and ages of given association, are so 
Church of Christ, Norwalk, California 
placed as to have what amounts almost to distinct 
buildings. 
First there is exhibited the plan of the first 
floor. 
CJ CJ 
0 D 
0 0 
Begi~ners Cradle Roll 
Primary D 
Department D D 
c::J c::J 
Foyer 
Toilet (First Floor) Toilet 
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At the right end of the floor is the Cradle Roll, 
ages birth through three years. At the end is ar-
ranged a room with built-in beds for sleeping 
babies. Next is the large room in which the chil-
dren are grouped for play and study. Next to 
the left is the Beginners Department, ages four 
and five. Suitable tables and chairs are provided 
for arranging into suitable groups. At the left 
is the Primary Department, grades one through 
three. In this department, begin following the 
plan of a room for a year or grade. First, of course, 
the department meets in the assembly room for 
songs, reading and prayer. Then each grade will 
use a separate room for study. 
Pre-school departments are so placed that each 
department has a large room. For reasons of 
economy we use the assembly room in the depart-
ment as a class room. If desired three class rooms 
could be arranged. And please see that students 
are so seated that their faces will be turned away 
from the doors. 
Next is exhibited the plan of the second floor. 
As is observed that plan is similar to that of 
the first floor. However, in our case it was felt 
that our local conditions indicated the use of one 
room rather than a room for each grade. If 
separate rooms are desired they can be added. 
Please see special discussion under plans for 
supplementary building. 
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Intermediate Junior 
Deparlm ent Department 
I I 
Foyer 
Stairs (Second Floor) Stairs 
Here is displayed floor plan for supplementary 
building. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
High I Young 
School I People 
Foyer I 
I 
I 
I 
~-------------
_...J_ 
---, --
I 
I I 
} I I Space for Social I 
I Activities I I 
Kitchen I 
(Basement Supplement) I 
I 
I 
In order to have the young mothers near the 
babies the Young Married People's class could be 
assigned to the space shown as assigned to the 
High School. Then in the supplementary build-
ing arrangements can be provided for High 
School, Young People (between High School and 
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marriage), and so on. As conditions might be 
highly variab le it is suggested that arrangements 
be left to the particular church. It is respectfully 
suggested that in shaping any supplementary 
building, rooms be arranged with accordion doors 
that provision can be made for social occasions. 
In these discussions it may have been noticed 
that no measurements have been quoted. This 
has not been an oversight. Rather it is a part of 
the plan of the writer to encourage every con-
gregation contemplating such building to proceed 
only under the supervision of a thoroughly com-
petent and reputable architect. And the further 
word would be added that such architect should 
have extensive experience in the particular field 
of Bible School construction. If it is feared that 
such would entail too much expense it should be 
said that the additional expen se will be com-
paratively small and that such procedure will 
guarantee having exactly the thing needed. 
AS GOES THE BIBLE SCHOOL SO GOES 
THE CHURCH. 
Wherever possible , it is wise to look ahead and 
plan the Bible School building so that it can be 
added to. In a Bible School of 500 or more it is 
wise to arrange assembly rooms for the depart-
ments so that the students can gather for fifteen 
minutes of singing . general instruction and 
prayer. These assembly rooms will serve as 
larger class rooms for classes at other times too. 
AGE GROUP 
Nursery Class 
Ages 2 and 3 
Kindergarten 
Ages 4 and 5 
Primary 
Ages 
6, 7. 8 yrs. 
or 
grades I, 2, 3 
Junior 
Ages 
9, IO, II 
or 
Grades 
4, 5, 6 
Intermediate 
Ages 
12, 13, 14 
Grades 
7, 8, 9 
Senior 
Ages 
15, 16, 17 
Grades 
IO, II, 12 
Older Youth 
Ages 18, 
thru 23 
Adult 
Ages 24 
and over 
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SPACE AND EQUIPMENT 
Requirements in Bible School Building• 
FLOOR 
SPACE CHAIRS TABLES 
25-35 Sq. Ft . 8" , IO" 10" higher 
per child If only one than chair 
height used scats. Tea 
8" is best Table 18" by 
24", Book 
Table 24" 
by 42" 
20-30 Sq. Ft. 10", 12" 10" higher 
per child II only one than chair 
height used seats. Tea 
10'' is best Table 18" by 
24". Tables 
for books, 30" 
by 54" 
18 Sq. Ft. 12" , 14" 10" higher 
per child If only one than chair 
height used seats. Table 
14" is best tops 30" by 
48" or 54" 
18 Sq. Ft. 15", 17" Same as the 
per child If only one Primary 
height used Class 
16" is best 
Room large Standard Standard 
enough to 
furnish 
space for 
equipment 
Same as Standard Standard 
Intermediate 
Same as Standard Standard 
Senior 
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ESSENTIALS 
Best Li terature 
Blocks 
Housekeeping toys 
Floor toys 
Pi ctures 
A Bible 
Place for toys 
and supplies 
Pla ce for wraps 
Picture rail 
Practically the 
same as in Nursery 
Display space, 
Paper, Crayons, 
Scissors 
Best Li terature 
Paper , Pencils, 
Crayons, paste, 
scissors, pictures, 
A Few Bibles 
Place for supplies 
Place for wraps 
Display space 
Same as for 
Primary class. A 
Bible for each 
child. Song 
books 
Blackboard 
Maps and 
material 
Bibles 
Song books 
Place for wraps 
Place for supplies 
Concordance 
Same as 
Irnermediate 
Same as Senior 
ADEQUATE SPACE AND EQUIPMENT TO MEET IM-
MEDIATE NEEDS! 
•credit for this chart is due to Fred Mosley. 
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Furniture in the Bible class rooms should be 
graded to fit the size of the student. 
Ira North makes the following suggestions with 
reference to the Bible school building: 
Some congregations, who have taken the time 
to investigate, have learned that 90% of their 
additions come by way of the Sunday morning 
Bible school. It pays great returns in numerical 
and spiritual growth, yet, so often, so little time 
and energy go into this work. Of course, physical 
equipment cannot take the place of trained and 
dedicated teachers, but all educators agree that 
even a great teacher needs the best possible tools 
with which to work. 
BUILD ON THE DEPARTMENTAL PLAN 
If you expect to have as many as two hundred 
in your Sunday morning Bible school, you should 
consider, carefully, building your educ 4tional 
plant on the departmental plan. By the latter 
is simply meant grouping your rooms according 
to the ages to be taught; for example, placing 
your preschool rooms on the same level, and to-
gether-wher ,e all the preschool classes can be 
watched closely and supervised properly by the 
person in charge of this division of your Bible 
school. Departmentalizing your Bible school will 
double its efficiency, and some have found it 
doubles their number of students in a short time. 
With the right size classrooms, properly equipped 
for specific ages, the congregation has a far better 
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chance of developing experts in teaching pre-
school children, primary age, junior age, etc. A 
good idea is to visit some church of Christ that 
has an effective, efficient, growing, departmental-
ized Bible school. You can see, in just one visit, 
that departmentalizing the Bible school means 
much more effective teaching. 
SMALL CLASSES MAY NOT MEAN SMALL ROOMS 
Educators recommend that we must keep the 
classes small for children, yet many congregations 
make the mistake of thinking that a small class 
means a small room. This does not necessarily 
follow, and especially so in preschool and primary 
classrooms. 
We have just gone through a period of great 
growth in population, and we need to face the 
fact that we just simply have more children these 
days. It is sad for a congregation to have such 
little vision that it actually does not even build 
large enough to take care of the present member-
ship and their children. One sound gospel 
preacher has advised thus: "F igure out how many 
rooms you think you will need in your Bible 
school annex-then double it, and you will still 
be short of space far before you finish paying for 
the building." If you build only for those you al-
ready have, then you leave no room for God to 
abundantly shower his blessings on you with an 
increase of souls . Let faith have a part in your 
planning. 
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REMEMBER TO PRAY 
The building committee that has been in charge 
of erecting more classrooms than any other group 
known to the writer has given this advice: "Never 
begin a meeting of any kind without asking the 
help of God." This committee has erected an 
auditorium and an educational building without 
one word of friction or ill will. They gave a lot 
of credit to prayer. Even when they met with 
the furniture dealer to select the equipment, they 
began with a word of prayer. Do not be too busy 
to spend a lot of time in prayer. 
When you plan the Bible classes, you may be 
putting a ceiling on the growth of the congrega-
tion-do not put that ceiling too low! Our chil-
dren and young people are a precious possession , 
a marvelous asset , and a great challenge-do not 
forget them when you build! 
Abra111 Str eet church of Christ , Ar/i11gto11, Texas 
CHAPTER XI 
SPECIAL ROOMS 
Gone are the days when Christians build a one 
room house of worship. More and more we are 
coming to a seven day per week program of 
church work. It used to be that the church house 
was used only on Sunday. Now it is being used 
every day in the week. This is as it should be. 
We are beginning to learn that being a Christian 
Church of Christ , H enderson , Tennessee 
requires effort on our part every day of the week. 
'God teaches us not only to worship him on the 
Lord's Day but to work for him every day. In 
order to adequately work for him we must have 
the necessary rooms and equipment. In this 
ehapter we propose to suggest how use may be 
made of special rooms in our efforts to serve 
111 
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Jehovah . Another chapter is devoted to the 
main auditorium. 
STUDY 
For one thing it is needful that the minister 
have a study in the church building. This room 
should be attractive and comfortable. In it should 
be book shelves, desk, chair, telephone, floor cov-
ering and draperies. Here the preacher will 
spend many hours in the preparation of his 
sermons and in discussing with people the prob-
lems that they have. It will also be a private 
place of prayer and communion with God. 
OFFICE 
In addition to the minister 's study , prov1s10ns 
should be made for a church office, where secre-
tarial work is done. Many churches are now em-
ploying full time secretaries. Where this is the 
case, it is absolutely necessary to have an office. 
Even when there is not a full time secretary the 
room is needed by the Bible school superintendent 
and those who get out the church bulletins. In 
this room should be a desk, chair and typewriter 
and what other equipment might be needed by 
the local church. In some of the larger buildings, 
it is quite necessary to have a special room for the 
mimeograph work. 
LIBRARY 
More and more we are coming to recognize the 
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Church of Christ , Hitachi, Japan 
value of a church library. This room should have 
comfortable chairs and attractive tables, good 
lights and walls lined with good books. There 
should also be a magazine rack. The books should 
1be indexed so they can serve with maximum re-
sults. This room should be open every day in the 
week, that those who desire may drop in to read 
and rest a while. Encourage the people to check 
out books on the same basis as public libraries. 
These three rooms should be separately heated, 
since they will be often in use when other parts of 
the building will not require heat. They should 
be easily accessible to the public. Usually 
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these rooms are entered from a secondary en-
trance to the building. 
STORAGE ROOMS 
In modern church and Bible school activities 
the janitor has come to be an important factor. 
It is wise to make ample provision for the janitor 
and his storage needs. Some churches provide 
him with comfortable living quarters, so that he 
may be always available for service. The Bards-
town Road church of Christ in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, has made ample provision in its building 
for utility rooms and closets of every kind. The 
architect very wisely utilized every available 
space for that purpose. 
LADIES BIBLE CLASS ROOM 
Most modern church buildings include a special 
room for the use of ladies during the week as 
well as on Lord's days. This room should be ar-
ranged with comfortable chairs, drapes, pictures, 
and if possible, with a rug on the floor. The 
furniture should be substantial and the general 
appearance of the room should be warm and 
comfortable like a living room at home. This 
room can be used for brides in preparation for 
the wedding and for small receptions after the 
wedding. It makes a good place for the ladies to 
sew or meet to discuss visitation work. It can 
be used by both men and women for committee 
meetings. It should be tied in with the offices 
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Yoyogi Hachimon church, Tokyo, Japan 
and library for separate heating so that its fre-
quent use will not require heating other rooms. 
Be sure to incl:ude such a room. 
FELLOWSHIP ROOM 
Just as the early church was frequently "to-
gether," so the elders or pastors of the flock today 
want to see the Christians under their oversight 
learn to love one another more fervently. We 
need the strength that comes from being with 
those of like faith, not only in periods of worship, 
but in periods of work and visiting. Friendly , 
Christian fellowship helps to bind the members of 
the church together. "Bless be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love ." Modern city life 
tends to pull Christians apart. Many saints never 
see another member of the church except at stated 
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Church of Christ, Paris, Tennessee 
periods of worship. In some congregations some 
weak Christians come and go without being 
noticed by others due to the rapid pace of our 
modern life. Our living quarters are shrinking 
and not many couples have space to entertain a 
Bible class of thirty or forty members. So a 
number of congregations are using their facilities 
for occasions of visiting and working together on 
visitation programs so that the members can know 
each other better. Christians are instructed to 
preach and to teach the Word of the Lord. Build-
ings are merely an expedient to make it easier for 
them to carry out this Biblical injunction. Chris-
tians are also taught to exhort one another, to love 
one another, to have fellowship with one another. 
Fellowship rooms are merely an expedient to make 
; 
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it easier for Christians to do this. Quite a few 
churches have a large classroom with a small 
kitchen adjacent to it. In the good old days we 
used to enjoy having dinner on the grounds and 
all would stay to visit Sunday afternoon. If it 
rained the dinner would be spread in the audi-
torium. The fellowship room is simply a con-
venient way in which dinner on the grounds can 
be enjoyed . in all kinds of weather. Some build-
ings which have a good arrangement are Druid 
Hills in Atlanta, Skillman in Dallas, Pioneer Park, 
Sunset, and Broadway in Lubbock, Texas, Tenth 
and Francis in Oklahoma City, Union Avenue 
and Highland in Memphis, Belmont Avenue in 
Nashville , Central in Los Angeles , Tenth and 
Broad in Wichita Falls, Texas , 16th Street in 
Washington, D. C., Fourth Avenue, Franklin, 
Tenn. 
REST ROOMS 
The building committee should not overlook 
the importance of well-planned rest rooms. Often 
these rooms are an afterthought being placed 
under the stairs or some other inconvenient place. 
It would be well to plan rest rooms for each floor . 
In our day rest rooms with juvenile fixtures are 
being provided for the Bible school department. 
It is well also to have a rest room adjacent to the 
minister's study. It is better to plan for these 
conveniences beforehand. It costs money to add 
them later. In one church building in Texas, it 
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Narth Avenue church of Christ, Hapeville, Georgia 
was observed by the writer, that the rest rooms 
opened into the lobby. Surely a more suitable 
place can be found for them. In a Tennessee 
church building the men's rest room had a ceil-
ing that was only slightly in excess of five feet in 
height. There was but one commode, though 
the church had a membership of six or seven hun-
dred. Surely this is an example of poor planning. 
NURSERY 
It is said that there are two things which need 
to be carried out: "New year's resolutions and 
crying babies." The size and number of nurser-
ies in a church building depend upon the 
needs of the congregation. An average size con-
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gregation needs two. One for infants, the other 
for little children up to the age of 4. It would 
seem that a child beyond this age should be 
trained to sit through the worship. The building 
comm,ittee can with the architect work out the 
nursery needs of the local congregation. In many 
of the church buildings, rooms are provided in 
the rear of the auditorium where mothers can sit 
with their children and see and hear the service. 
The architect can inform you of the special glass 
partition that is used for this purpose. In build-
ings where the nursery or nurserie~ are removed 
from the auditorium, a loud speaking system is 
used. 
Church of Christ, Orange, Tex as 
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SECONDARY CHAPEL 
In the larger church buildings there is a definite 
need for a smaller chapel which will provide the 
proper atmosphere for smaller group gatherings. 
By making use of the smaller chapel, it is very 
much cheaper to operate a church plant. These 
secondary chapels seat anywhere from a mere 
handful to several hundred people. The one 
built by the Broadway church of Christ in Lub-
bock, Texas, has a seating capacity of three hun-
dred. It is used for funerals, weddings and other 
gatherings, where a space smaller than the main 
auditorium is needed. For most weddings the 
chapel is the ideal place . The brides' room or 
"church living room" should be located adjacent 
to the chapel. By all means the chapel should have 
an outside entrance that is inviting and accessible 
to the street. 
At this point let us emphasize the importance 
of a building being planned to be used every day 
in the week. More and more churches are keep-
ing the auditorium open for visitors or members 
who may want to drop in to read and pray. More 
churches are keeping part-time or full -time sec-
retaries bus y mailing material to suw the seed 
of the Kingdom in the community. More elders 
are taking time to use the offices as a workshop. 
More preachers are having more classes. Let's 
use the church buildings every day, not just one 
day a week! 
CHAPTER XII 
RURAL CHURCH . BUILDINGS 
Modern building experts are pointing out the 
amazing increase in church building in the United 
States since World War II and noting that it is 
not confined to the cities or towns. Rural 
churches also have experienced the challenge for 
better and more adequate meetinghouses for the 
Lord's work. It is still true that while cities have 
had a great growth in the number of congrega-
Church of Christ, Cross Plain s, T exas 
tions of the Lord 's people in the past few years, 
the greater number of churches of Christ can be 
found in the open country or in the small hamlets 
and villages that constitute rural communities . 
In the past the rural church building was not so 
easily accessible nor as often used as it is today. 
Bad roads , poor weather conditions that often 
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isolated farmers and ranchers for weeks, and slow 
means of transportation contributed to infrequent 
meetings of the church. Our good rural high-
way system, modern automobiles, and modern 
conveniences have all contrived to make the rural 
meetinghouse easily accessible to all the country 
community. While the old-fashioned rural church 
building was a one-room structure suited pri-
marily to preaching, with little or no provisions 
for teaching, more rural churches are feeling the 
need for structures that will serve the various 
needs of the rural churches. 
Many country churches have remodeled their 
buildings during the past few years. Others 
have erected new meetinghouses or are planning 
to build in the near future. The forethought and 
careful planning done by the leaders of these rural 
churches now may powerfully influence the work 
for Christ in these areas in the years ahead. 
PLANNING THE NEW BUILDING 
Any endeavor as far reaching in effect and as 
expensive as a new meeting house should be 
well-planned. The following steps should be 
the first ones in planning for the new building: 
1. Study carefully the community and the op-
portunities before the congregation. 
2. What age-groups and individuals are to be 
served in the new structure. 
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Church of Christ , Albany, Texas 
3. Decide the activities in "".orship, evangelism, 
teaching and fellowship that should be pro-
vided for, and what facilities these will re-
quire for the size of the congregation and 
community itself. 
4. List these as goals to be included in the serv-
ice of the new building. 
There are certain standards rural congregations 
should have in mind in building their new build-
mgs. 
1. The auditorium for worship should be of 
good proportion, good acoustics, with floors 
as nearly sound-proof as possible. 
2. Pulpit platform should be of proper height 
for all to see the preacher well without hav-
ing an inclined floor. 
3. Neat pulpit furniture, and if possible, a 
baptistry that can be easily prepared and 
kept ready for constant use with water 
heated in the winter. 
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4. Dressing rooms for men and women, with 
cabinets for proper clothing for baptism pro-
vided. These could also serve as classrooms 
with the proper furniture. 
5. The walls, woodwork, and seating carefully 
designed in color scheme to appear neat and 
conducive to worship as well as comfortable. 
6. Provision for at least 3 classrooms in ad-
dition to the auditorium. These should 
usually be small, since most Bible school 
classes in rural churches will be small in size, 
and the small room makes for a more per-
sonal class discussion and study. 
7. Proper heating and lighting facilities, and 
proper ventilation provided in all rooms. 
8. A bulletin board giving the hours of service, 
and the name and address of the local evan-
gelist where he may be reached for personal 
work. 
9. The best possible sanitary facilities that the 
community affords. 
10. A vestibule or entrance hall with provisions 
made for hats, coats , and overshoes. Here 
a small but attractive literature rack may be 
located with good tracts and gospel litera-
ture available. Here also a guest register 
may be located where visitors may indicate 
their presence at the services. 
11. Built-in cabinets for books, communion sup-
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plies, etc. Some provision for a small library 
of Bible eference books that teachers and 
other members of the church can use should 
be made. 
12. Tables and chairs of the proper height, 
blackboards, and other equipment provided 
for good teaching. 
13. Proper electrical wiring and sockets located 
for visual aids. 
14. A closet provided for vacuum cleaner, 
brooms, mops, and other cleaning equip-
ment for the building. 
15. Parking facilities should be considered care-
fully even for the rural church. 
16. The church grounds should receive care, and 
good landscaping that will make the prop-
erty attractive. 
17. Make sure that the drainage is good in park-
ing area and church grounds. 
These standards should assure the congrega-
tion that a neat, beautiful, adequate bu ilding will 
be erected that will include proper facilities for 
worship, preaching, teaching, training, and all 
other phases of church life. 
In planning for the new church building it 
is worthwhile to consult good architectural ad-
vice. If this is thought too expensive, the sug-
gestion s embodi ed in such a book as this will go 
a long way toward improving the rural church 
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Lim estone church of Christ , Bartlesville , Oklahoma 
building. It is true that a good architect will 
usually save a church more than the cost of his 
fee in its new building. 
Another suggestion that the rural congrega-
tion can follow in building its new building is 
to realize that it does not have to do the entire 
job all at one time. Having decided on its master 
plan, it can add gradually until finally the entire 
building has been constructed . A portion can 
be built this year , another portion later as finances 
will allow . Many congregations are not willing 
to work out a master plan and gradually build to 
that until it is completed. Thus they are ham-
pered through lack of proper building facilities. 
Oftentimes in the rural church there are men with 
talents in building who can give of their labor 
in making the building a reality and thus reduce 
the cost of its construction. 
.. 
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Interior, church of Christ , Shep , Texas 
REMODELING THE OLD BUILDING 
Many rurar congregations possess church 
buildings that can still be used with some rework-
ing and additions wisely made to the old struc-
ture. Most of these older buildings will be simple 
one-room structures without any provisions for 
classes. Sometimes these rooms are too large , and 
by dividing off two rooms in the rear and leaving 
a vestibule, provisions for two classes can be made 
easily. These can be arranged with movable par-
titions that will enable their use in time of need. 
Also, a classroom addition can oftentimes be 
added on the side or at the rear of the older build-
ing that will provide classroom space without too 
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much expense. The auditorium can be reworked 
with new floor covering, new lighting, and chang-
ing of interior to make it very conducive for wor-
ship. Insofar as possible it is best to avoid 
basement classrooms, since these are hard to keep 
Chur ch of Chri st, Fort Scott, Kansas 
from becoming damp, musty and unpleasant in 
winter. If basement rooms are used, the floors 
should not be more than 3 feet below the ground 
level, and proper lighting should be provided. 
Sometimes, it is more desirable to erect a sep-
arate building for educational purposes by the 
side of the old building, and connect the two by 
a covered walk that will serve to protect in bad 
weather those who wish to pass from one building 
to the other. 
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It is important to realize that a class of from 
10 to 15 students is ideal in any Bible school ar-
rangements, and much space and expense can be 
spared by building the classrooms for small classes. 
So many wonderful improvements have been 
made in building methods and materials in re-
Int erior, chur ch of Christ , Glen Cove, Texas 
cent years that it is easy for churches to have neat, 
attractive, yet inexpensive buildings that can 
serve the work of the Lord better in our great 
rural areas. Vast portions of rural America are 
neglect ed areas , religiously. The gospel must 
reach these areas in our land to save precious 
souls, just as it must be preached in the teeming 
130 THE CHURCH IS BUILDING 
centers of population . Let us build, and work 
to advance the church of our Lord in the 20th 
century. 
CONCERNING THE PICTURES 
1. Here is the interior of the building at Shep, 
a rural community southwest of Abilene. This 
building has four classrooms , two on each side 
of the pulpit, and two on each side of the front 
entrance, with a vestibule or entrance hall. 
Nice seats , paneling of natural wood, and neat 
appointments in the small auditorium make 
it a very attractive building. 
2. Here is the interior view of the Glen Cove 
church, a rural community between Coleman 
and Winters, Texas in sheep ranching coun-
try. Fluorescent lights, gas heat, venetian 
blinds, paneling and individual chairs for 96 
equip the auditorium neatly , and four class-
rooms are provided, two on either side of the 
pulpit, and two on either side of the entrance 
hall. 
3. Exterior view of church building at Albany, 
Texas , a small county seat town near Abilene. 
Built of native stone, with most of the rooms 
in the section shown in the left of the picture, 
this building is a very fine example of what a 
small congregation can do in a small com-
munity. The whole building is very neat and 
attractive without being ornate. 
CHAPTER XIII 
A CHECK LIST 
No building can be thoroughly and com-
pletely adequate without the many inexpensive 
conveniences which are often overlooked by the 
most meticulous architect. Look over the fol-
lowing list of suggestive conveniences and see 
how many you are planning for your building. 
1. Drinking fountains conveniently located 
throughout the building. It is well to provide 
one especially for the little children. 
2. Is the provision for coat rooms adequate 
and suitable? This 1s a must which should not 
be overlooked. 
Church of Christ, Honolulu, Hawaii 
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3. See to it that there are sufficient electric 
outlets in the various rooms for using floor lamps , 
projection equipment, sewing machines, deaning 
equipment and telephones. Check this very care-
fully. 
4. Avoid if at all possible the necessity of pass-
ing through a room in order to reach another. 
5. It is well to have a door bell on the outside 
of the building. This is to summon the janitor 
or someone within . It is most annoying to call 
at a church building and not be able to get in 
when you know that someone is on the inside. 
6. See to it that a mail box is placed at the 
door. Often a slit in the door is made for the 
convenience of the postman. 
7. Every Bible school room should have a 
built-in chalk board and tack board . These 
boards should be provided with rails for chalk 
and erasers. It is false economy to build Bible 
school rooms without providing these boards. 
The purpose of the room is to teach the Bible. 
Why not properly furnish these rooms? It would 
be well also to provide each room with a set of 
maps. 
8. In order to protect the walls, it is sug-
gested that each room be provided with picture 
moulding. 
9. Markers for the various departments and 
class rooms. Strangers looking through the build-
ing will appreciate this guidance. Pupils who 
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Interior, church of Christ , Honolulu , Hawaii 
have recently come to the Bible school will wel-
come it. 
10. Slop sinks should be provided for each 
floor. This is a very great convenience for the 
janitor in cleaning the building. 
11. If there are carpets on the floor, a good 
vacuum cleaner should be purchased. 
12. In our day when so much asphalt tile and 
rubber tile are being used it is quite necessary 
that the building be provided with an electric 
buffer machine. A clean , sanitary building is a 
must for every congregation. It may be that 
"cleanliness is next to godliness." 
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13. In front of every church building there 
should be a suitable sign giving name of church, 
minister's name and information about the serv-
ices. Sometimes the sign may be attached to the 
building or it may be erected on the lawn. It 
may be needful to have a special sign at the 
entrance of the Bible school section. A sign 
pointing to the church office is not out of place. 
14. A built-in bell system for the Bible school 
is a convenience which should not be overlooked. 
In many buildings there is a built-in signal that 
permits the minister on the rostrum to summon 
the head usher who is in the rear of the building. 
Perhaps there is need for better ventilation or 
some other matter of urgency may need attention. 
Hampton Place church of Christ, Dallas, Texas 
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15. Where the whole building is not to be 
kept continuously heated, it is well to make pro-
vision by means of a special heating unit for the 
heating of certain rooms which must be fre-
querttly used. 
16. Portable tables should be provided for 
ladies to use in their sewing work. These tables 
may also be used for various social activities and 
Bible school work. 
17. Attention should be given to a continuous 
hot water supply. 
18. In crowded areas it is wise to use sliding 
panels instead of doors. 
19. In a building in Memphis, Tennessee, the 
Church of Christ , Garland , Texas 
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Hills boro church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee 
writers observed a telephone booth in the lobby. 
This has merit. 
20. Attention should be given to door closers 
and panic exit devices. 
21. It is a good idea to have flood lights on 
the front of the building or on some outstanding 
feature such as an entrance or tower or steeple. 
This is worthwhile advertising. It can be regu-
lated by an inexpensive time-clock. Visitors will 
be inclined to attend a church which is called to 
their attention in such an attractive way. 
22. It might be well to construct somewhere 
in the building a fire proof vault for the protec-
tion of valuable papers and records. 
23. Much of the charm in a church building 
is to be seen in sturdy and well-selected hardware. 
All plumbing fixtures and hardware should be 
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of the very best quality. A few extra dollars spent 
at this point is economy in the long run. All 
designs and specifications for hardware and fix-
tures should be prepared or selected by the archi-
tect. 
24. It is poor economy and unwise planning 
which allows an outlay of thousands of dollars 
in a building to be crippled in effectiveness or 
in its inspirational tone and beauty for the sake 
of saving a few hundred dollars in equipment and 
furniture . No church building can be said to 
be complete until proper equipment and furnish-
ings have been placed throughout the building. 
Often, the beauty of a new building is destroyed 
when the furnishings of the old building are used. 
25. Rheostat for lights in auditorium. The 
Granny White chur ch buifdin g uses this effec-
----Btlll eti n Board with Mo vabl e L ett ers 
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Oakdale church of Christ , Mobile, Alabama 
tively during the evening preaching services. The 
lights are turned on full glare during the song 
service , and dimmed during the preaching. Flood 
lights from the ceiling focus attention on the 
speaker. A rheostat makes it possible to change 
the lighting without calling attention to it. 
26. It is good to have special lights focused 
upon the Lord 's table and pulpit. Often in a 
larger auditorium it is difficult to see the facial 
expressions of the preacher or song leader. Strong 
lighting will make for better listening. Softer 
light on the congregation tend to make for quiet-
ness. 
27. A first-class sound system should be pro-
vided for in the plans. Here it pays to have the 
plans checked for good acoustics, ai;id to get the 
best equipment available. A poor sound system 
can depreciate all the other aspects of the build-
mg. Get the best in acoustics and sound engi-
neermg. 
CHAPTER XIV 
THE PREACHER'S HOME 
In recent years the churches of Christ through-
out the land have recognized the value of owning 
a home for the preacher. The late war brought 
on a serious housing shortage and necessitated 
the purchase of preachers' homes. Since the war 
many churches have purchased or built such 
homes. This makes it easy for the minister to 
come into a community with assurance that he 
has a place for his family to live. 
As a rule it is desirable to have the preacher's 
home near the church building. This is espe-
cially advantageous when the study is located in 
the church bu~lding. Too, the minister should 
be identified with the community he serves. Of 
Preacher's Hom e, churc h of Christ, Irving, Texas 
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course , there are situations, where for practical 
reasons, this is not advisable. An office should 
always be provided in the church building. 
The minister's home should be somewhat 
larger than the average home, as a rule. The 
study should be located near an outside entrance, 
so that visitors may enter without passing through 
family rooms. Often there wi ll be persons call-
ing , to confer with the minister and not to make 
a social visit. The m inister should encourage 
such calls to receive the help that he can give 
them. However, he would do well to have regu -
lar tim es for such calls, so that his sermon 
prepara tion and private meditations will not be 
disturbed. 
The preacher 's home should have an ample 
number of sleeping rooms. This means the ne-
cessity for more than one bath room. Those who 
have planned preachers ' homes, advise that the 
living room, dining room, and kitchen should be 
larger than those necessary for the requirements 
of an ordinary small family. There will be so-
cial and religious gatherings in the home when 
the additional room will come in handy. 
But there is another side of the picture . These 
additional rooms mean more expense in main-
taining the home. This cost in most instances 
should fall on the church rather than the min -
ister. The church has the responsibility to keep 
the minister's home in first-class condition, even 
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as it keeps the church building in good condition. 
The minister and his family in turn are obligated 
to use the property with care. 
It should be pointed out in this connection 
that the privacy of the minister's home should be 
respected as much as the home of any other mem-
bers of the church . No demands on a preacher's 
home should be made that are not made on the 
homes of others. 
Central church of Christ, Cleburne, Texas 
CHAPTER XV 
THE CHURCH LAWN 
When selecting a r1ew location for the church 
building it is very important to secure an ade-
quate plot of ground. In many communities, 
officials will not grant a building permit for the 
erection of a church house unless the lots are 
Camp Hill church of Christ, Harri sburg, Pennsylvania 
large enough for parking the automobiles of the 
congregation. This requirement is rapidly be-
ing adopted throughout the country. It is in-
deed a wise requirement. 
In many communities the church building is 
being erected on a site of several acres. This is 
due to the fact that more and more we are com-
142 
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ing to recognize the value of beautiful surround-
ings for the building. Trees and shrubbery 
enhance the beauty and value of church property. 
Too, space should be available for outside serv-
ices and activities. 
Site planning includes study of the location 
of the building on the lots, taking advantage of 
natural slopes and considering the driveways and 
walks. Landscape plans should be developed 
along with the plans for the building. A sloping 
site offers certain advantages that level lots do not 
have. It is advisable when funds allow, for the 
architect to work with a landscape architect. This 
working together will achieve harmony, unity and 
Church of Christ, Duncan, Oklahoma 
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balance that cannot be otherwise achieved. Am-
ateurish landscaping may prove to be an expen-
sive failure rather than an economy. A competent 
landscape architect will know how to blend colors 
of foliage and blossoms and what shrubbery and 
trees can exist successfully in any given commu-
nity. Shrubs, such as do not require expert care 
are advisable for most churches. This is true 
becau .. 0 churches as a rule do not employ full-
time g« rfeners. Most janitors know little about 
the prop ..... care of shrubbery. 
Church ]awns that are well kept will bring 
many people o the church services who would 
not otherwise come. On the other hand an ill-
kept , slovenly appearing lawn will drive many 
people away who might otherwise come. Cer-
Church of Christ, Irving, Texas 
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tainly, as Christian people we should want things 
as attractive as possible. Many people have the 
erroneous impression that in order · to be orthodox 
we must be downright "tacky." 
It is suggested by William H. Leach in "Prot-
estant Church Building" that "for churches which 
may wish to do so, there is an opportunity to de-
Riv erside church of Christ, Fort Worth , Texas 
velop a Bible garden, in which may be planted 
flowers and shrubs mentioned in the B i b 1 e. 
There are hundreds of these available which will 
grow well in American soil. For the person who 
may wish to follow this project, the volume Bible 
Plants for American Gardens by Eleanor S. King 
(The Macmillan Company) can be recommended. 
What better way is there of teaching the natural 
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Central church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee 
history of the Holy Land than to have a garden 
of vegetation from that land about the class as 
it studies?" 
Let us emphasize the importance of city 
churches providing enough convenient parking 
space. Millions of new cars are being manu-
factured each year and people are bringing their 
cars with them to Bible class and worship. 
Crowded parking conditions can effectively limit 
the growth of a congregation just as crowded 
space limitations within the building can do it. 
In fact , it is easier for a visitor to step on the gas 
and go somewhere else if he can't find a parking 
spot , than it is for him to leave the foyer if he 
has to take a poor seat. Parking problems will 
grow worse, not better. 
CHAPTER XVI 
FOUR STEPS IN THE USUAL CHURCH 
BUILDING PROGRAM* 
Here are four stages which most churches go 
through in building. 
1. We don 't need it. 
No matter how long the church auditorium has 
been filled at the Sunday morning worship or how 
old and inadequate the building may be, there 
are always some brethren whose first response to 
a building program is: "We don't need it." I am 
thinking now of a church where the overflow 
crowd had to be accommodated in the basement 
with a loud speaker, and yet some brethren there 
said: "We don't need a new auditorium. Those 
who want to come early can get good seats and 
others don ' t deserve any better. Let them observe 
the supper in the basement and listen to the sing-
ing and prayers and sermon over a loud speaker." 
I have known of other churches where the audi-
torium was filled twice on Sunday morning and 
yet some objected to a larger building. 
The first step in a new building program is to 
gather facts and figures about the crowded condi-
tions , the growth of the city or community, and 
•w e are indebted to Reuel Lemmons for suggesting the se four 
step s. 
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the number of people who visit or come oc-
casionally but who could not be accommodated at 
one time if they all kept coming. It takes facts 
to convince elders that money should be spent . 
These facts can be obtained over a period of sev-
eral months by counting the number at worship, 
keeping up with visitors, and counting those in 
Bible classes. A full building is like a full iced tea 
glass. Any more in the container simply runs 
over. The number of steady attendants in any 
meeting place tends to fall within the scope of that 
place's capacity. Visitors will not come if they 
have to stand or sit in crowded uncomfortable 
places. Some churches run dozens of visitors 
through the services once or twice and lose them. 
When they have more room these people will feel 
welcome and will stay and the church will grow. 
2. We can't pay for it. 
Once the Christians of vision see the need for a 
new building or an addition to their present build-
ing there will always be the "doubting Thomases" 
who cry: "We can't pay for it." It costs money to 
build , and anything that costs money or demands 
sacrifice will be opposed by those who don't want 
to sacrifice. Of course, this is not to endorse the 
idea of trying to build beyond reason or obligating 
brethren far beyond their ability to pay. But no 
matter how reasonable the goal there are always 
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those who will say: "We can 't pay for it." Of 
course these brethren buy new cars, houses, 
clothes, and take trips which require a bit of 
budgeting to pay for. A good wa to overcome 
this objection is to calculate the income of the 
families in the congregation each week. (An 
estimate of the cost of the cars parked around the 
old building on Sunday morning helps to form a 
basis for evaluating income . Sometimes 200 cars 
worth at least $ 1500 each will be found parked 
around a small , inadequate meeting house.) An-
other matter to be considered in planning to pay 
for a building is tirne. What family can buy its 
permanent home and pay for it in one or two 
years? Yet., some brethren think that the church 
must be able to pay for a structure which is built 
to last a hundred years in one or two or three 
years. It is f~ir to consider a paying period of ten 
to fifteen years. After you have considered these 
things then the elders can ask each family to pur-
po$e just how much per year they would be will-
ing to give for three to four years on the new 
building. The total of these purposes will often 
answer the second objection to building . 
3. We willnever fill it . 
After the building is occupied, if it was planned 
with vision, the congregation will seem to rattle 
around in it for a fe,v months. Naturally , there 
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is space for growth. Four million babies are being 
born each year in these United States and the 
elders want some of them to find a place in Bible 
class and worship in the new building. There 
are thousands of unsaved persons in the commu-
nity. The brethren of vision believe in the power 
of the gospel to convert these people. So, a place 
has been provided for them to visit aiid to work 
and worship after they are baptized. It isn't long 
until the empty seats are being rapidly filled. Of 
course, a building is just a tool and it takes a lot of 
gospel preaching, Bible teaching in classes, per-
sonal visitation to fill up those empty places with 
immortal souls. But what an adventure in Chris-
tian faith! 
4. Why didn't we build it larger? 
This may surprise you, but it is heard in ninety-
five per cent of the buildings erected by brethren 
across the land. After a few years, maybe five or 
ten, the brethren ask themselves the question: 
"Why didn't we foresee the growth and build 
larger?" It is difficult to look ahead a year, or 
ten or twenty. Many brethren are accustomed to 
looking only from Sunday to Sunday. "\Vhen the 
ne')" meeting house becomes crowded and the class 
rooms are full again they can start all over again, 
either planning a larger meeting place or a new 
congregation. Have you ever known of an active, 
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zealous, united church of Christ who planned too 
big, built too large? If the Lord's people will only 
trust Him and love Him and hve each other and 
preach and practice the simple gospel of Christ 
they will always be meeting with "growing pains. " 
It is a healthy sign that so many thousands of 
congregations are building or enlarging today. 
Probably more than one thousand churches are 
building or enlarging this year. May these four 
stages encourage you to keep on building! 
Church · of Christ, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
CHAPTER XVII 
FIVE PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 
1. Try to begin planning a new building at 
least two years before it is needed. Start the 
building fund early. It is wise for a thorough 
educational program to be conducted before the 
building is begun. The congregation should be 
convinced that the building is needed. 
2. The unit system of building is usually wise. 
Don 't try to build all the church will need at 
one time unless the congregation is unusually 
well qualified financially. Build wisely and build 
well rather than hastily and poorly. A good 
permanent building can be divided into three or 
four units. These can be erected as the congre-
gation is able . If a church can erect a good 
functional church building in five to ten years 
that church is blessed. 
3. If you have to sacrifice space, it is better to 
cut down on the Bible class rooms than the audi-
torium because class rooms can be added later 
without too much expense. If you cannot build 
as large an auditorium now as you know you 
will need, then use some of the classrooms with 
two morning services until you are able to build 
the best size auditorium. Modern fold doors can 
be used to divide a large assembly room into class 
rooms during the Bible School period. 
4. Do not underestimate the importance of the 
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Bible class rooms in the growth of the church. 
Usually a church of Christ sh uld plan to have 
as many in Bible classes as the church has mem-
bers. A very active church should have ten to 
twenty-five percent more in Bible classes because 
children in the community and visitors can be 
brought to a Bible Class before they are willing 
to attend worship. Then there are so many chil-
dren in the classes who are not old enough to be 
baptized into Christ. Elders should definitely 
plan to build Bible class rooms for as many mem-
bers as they plan to have in the local congrega-
tion. 
5. Don't forget that the church which plans 
to bu ild for more people will have more people 
to pay for the building. Some people have for-
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gotten this important consideration in planning 
for the future. The present members of a con-
gregation will not be the only ones to pay for the 
enlarged new building. Nothing stimulates 
growth like a good building program . Hundreds 
of children in the neighborhood and adults now 
outside the church will be converted to Christ 
through the use of the new building and will 
help pay for the building. Many churches have 
been amazed at the potential giving they dis-
cover when they launch out on a challengin g 
building program. 
Church of Christ, Dresden, Tennessee 
CHAPTER XVIII 
SOME TERMS DEFINED 
In reading various books on church architec-
ture you will come across many ecclesiastical and 
architectural terms, some of which are not fa-
mili ar to the average member. Here are a few 
terms in church architecture, a clear understand-
ing of which will help avoid confusion when dis-
cussing plans and features of the building. 
1. Sanct uary : This is the commonly accepted 
term for the main worship room. In some 
churches the sanctuary means the space commonly 
known as the chancel. We ordinarily use the 
word auditorium. 
2. Chancel: This is the portion of the build-
ing where the pulpit is located. 
3. Nav e: This is the designation for the cen-
tral division of the building in which the con-
gregation is seated. 
4. Narthex: This is the lobby, vestibule or 
foyer at the rear of the nave. 
5. Clerestory: The wall above the arches and 
pillars in the church that has roofed-over side 
walls. 
6. Apse: A semi-circular or polygonal termi-
nation of a chancel. 
7. Fenestration: The whole system and ar-
rangement of windows and other wall openings. 
8. Campanile : Tower not attached to a build-
mg. 
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9. Cloisters : Covered passages. 
10. Dossal or Dorsal : A hanging of fabric be-
hind an altar or table. 
11. Lectern : A reading desk from which the 
scriptures are read . The song leader could make 
good use of this stand. 
12. A ltar : This is simply another word for the 
Lord 's table. 
13. Pedentive: Vaulting. 
14. Reredos: Carved wall or screen in back of 
the altar. 
15. Rood Beam: A beam spanning the church 
and separating the chancel from the nave . 
16. Baluster: A pillar or column supporting 
a handrail or coping , a series of such being called 
a balustrade. 
17. Basilica: An oblong assembly hall. 
18. Buttress: A mass of masonry built against 
a wall to resist the pressure of an arch or vault . 
A flying buttress is an arch starting from a de-
tached pier and abutting against a wall to take 
the thrust of the vaulting. 
19. Dado: A term applied to the lower por-
tions of walls when decorated separately. 
20. Facade: The face or elevation of a building. 
21. Fleche: A term applied to a slender wood en 
spire rising from a roof. 
22. Parapet: The portion of wall above the 
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roof-gutter, sometimes battlemented; also applied 
to the same features, rising breast-high, in bal-
conies , platforms, and bridges. 
23. Pilaster: A rectangular feature in the shape 
of a pillar, but projecting only about on sixth of 
its breadth from the wall, and the same design 
as the order with which it is used. 
24. Refectory: A dining hall. 
25. Vault: An arched covering in stone or brick 
over any building. 
26. Lintel: The horizontal timber or stone , 
also known as the architrave, that spans an open-
mg . 
Many of these technical terms are unfamiliar 
to most of us because they refer to features in 
church plans which are not used in most build-
ings of churches of Christ. However , this glossary 
is included for the assistance it may give to build-
ing committees in discussing plans with an archi-
tect or reading books on church architecture. 
Church of Christ , Bay Minette, Alabama 
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Cherry Street church of Chri st, Mount Vernon, lllino i's 
Church of Christ, Jackson, Tennesse e 
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